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By Dave Fox, Site Manager 

By now, I’m sure you’ve 
heard of the special celebrations 
we’ll be having this year. Both 
the 150th Birthday Gala at the 
Embassy Theatre in Fort Wayne 
and the Chautauqua Days events 
will be very special occasions 
where the Gene Stratton-Porter 
State Historic Site and many of 
Gene’s family will honor her   
accomplishments and  remember 
her on a truly momentous birth-
day!  

But, did you know that Gene 
will be getting some very fun 
birthday presents throughout the 
year as well?  

As of January 1, the 80 acres 
of agricultural ground was taken 
out of production. It had been 
continuously farmed since 1888. 
The ground will be entered into 
the Conservation Reserve Pro-

gram (CRP) and the Wetland Re-
serve Program (WRP) in order to 
take the ground back to restored 
wetlands and native grasslands. 
We have already seen an explo-
sion of new birds and other     
critters enjoying the newfound 
habitat. We think this would 
make Gene very proud! 

In addition, the Site has         
acquired the Rupel tract of 23.1 
acres of ground, which was part 
of Gene’s original 120 acres. That 
ground will also be taken out of   
production eventually, which will 
help improve the water quality in 
Sylvan Lake. 

          Gene was a colorful 
and strong-willed woman 
ahead of her time. One of 
the special presents we’ll 
be giving her this year will 
be a wonderful exhibit of 
feathered hats. What is the 
reason for giving Gene an  
exhibit on hats? There is a 
wonderful story about how 
unhappy she was finding a 
beautifully feathered hat in 
a milliner’s shop. She was 
so outraged at all of the 
birds that sacrificed their 
lives for the sake of 
women’s fashion that she 
bought the hat and tore it 
up in front of a bewildered 
milliner. The exhibit tells 

that story and the plight of birds 
from that era. 

The Indiana Historical      
Bureau has worked very closely 
with the Site to create a special 
commemoration for Gene this 

year. A beautiful marker will be 
installed near the  entrance of the 
Site to mark Gene’s home as a 
truly historical and significant 
part of Indiana’s history. 

A number of smaller devel-
opments will also happen this 
year. Both a Spring and Fall wild-
flower guide will be created, an 
Indiana Master Naturalist Class 
will be offered for the first time, 
and the first annual Christmas 
Bird Count will be held at the Site 
to track the number and species of 
types of birds that inhabit the 
Gene’s Wildflower Woods. 

The last, and my favorite, is 
that Gene’s kitchen will finally be 
restored to her exacting descrip-
tion. Over the years, the kitchen 
was remodeled and her beloved 
six burner A-B stove, made in 
Battle Creek, Michigan, was    
removed, and her snow-white 
porcelain sink was replaced with 
a stainless steel sink. The wonder-
ful spice rack that Gene loved so 
dearly will be recreated to sit atop 
her kitchen island. 

We hope Gene enjoys all that 
her family, friends, fans, volun-
teers and staff are doing to give 
her the most wonderful birthday 
she’s ever had! 

 

For Gene’s birthday, many special treats 

Photo by Dave W. Fox 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTERPRESIDENT'S LETTER  

BY TED HEMINGWAY 

 Let’s see, it’s hot, humid, and 
there is a chance of thunderstorms. Yes, it 
is summer in the Hoosier State. 

Following a very successful Birding 
with Gene event in mid-May that included 
a large contingent of Boy Scouts, we wel-
comed a sell-out group for our Moonlit 
Garden Walk and Wine Tasting. Sand-
wiched between the first day of summer 
and the full – I mean Super Moon –  night, 
some three dozen-plus guests enjoyed a 
near perfect early summer evening.  

The wine was from Briali Vineyards 
of Fremont, and our licensed “pourer” was 
Tiffany. Isn’t it wonderful to discover hid-
den talent! Board members Dennis and 
Jay led garden tours, while guests enjoyed 
chocolate dipped strawberries provided by 
Nancy and a unique variety of cheeses 
from Auburn’s Cheeseman Store. 

We watched the moon rise above the 
trees and the bats came out of their hiding 
places to catch a meal. Mark Linehan pro-
vided beautiful music to complement the 
mood of the evening. As always, I am 
very pleased by the dedication and hard 
work of the GSP staff and volunteers for 
another job well done. 

Now it is full-speed ahead for the 
Birthday Gala. We need the assistance of 
all volunteers to help sell tickets for the 
Birthday Gala – contact your family, 
friends, co-workers and neighbors. Tickets 
are only $75 for the reception starting at 6 
p.m. and just $10 per person for the film 
starting at 8 p.m. I hope to see many of 
you on Friday, August 9, at Fort Wayne’s 
Embassy Theatre! 

I will close with a quote from Aldo 
Leopold: 

“Many historical events, hitherto ex-
plained solely in terms of human enter-
prise, were actually biotic interactions be-
tween people and land. The characteristics 
of the land determined the facts quite as 
potently as the characteristics of the men 
who lived it.” 

 Ever wondered 

what kinds of creatures 

are creeping through 

the woods at night? Or 

what owl it is that you 

hear calling? Come to 

Owl-oween on October 

18 & 19 to learn all 

about the creatures of 

the night. Owl-oween 

runs from 5 to 8 p.m. 

each evening. 

     This year, two rescue 

groups will bring live 

animals to the event. 

Soarin’ Hawk is a raptor 

rehabilitation group that 

works to educate the public on 

the importance of raptors and 

the dangers they face every 

day. The group rescues many 

owls, hawks and other birds 

that are injured after car acci-

dents, window strikes or other 

accidents.  

     Going Bats is a bat rehabili-

tation program that helps sick 

and injured bats get back to 

good health and releases them 

into the wild. While both 

Soarin’ Hawk and Going Bats 

have the ultimate goal of re-

leasing the animals back to 

their natural habitats, that’s 

not always possible. If an ani-

mal can’t fly or hunt, it re-

mains with these trained pro-

fessionals and becomes an 

educational ambassador to 

help us all understand how we 

can help. 

      

Guests will get a chance to dis-

sect owl pellets to learn what 

owls eat for dinner, discover 

how coyotes can get around at 

night and bust some common 

myths about other creepy 

crawlies.  

     The evening wouldn’t be 

complete without treats! Each 

stop will offer education and a 

treat. We will have craft activi-

ties for everyone to make and 

take home. Costumes are 

greatly encouraged (moms 

and dads too!) and bring along 

a flashlight. Cost is $3 per per-

son, and children under 4 are 

free.  

     If your business or group is 

interested in “sponsoring” a 

station at Owl-oween 

(providing candy or funds for 

candy), please contact Tiffany 

at the Site at 260-854-3790. 

Owl-oween: lots of 

treats and learning! 
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After 2012, greens After 2012, greens After 2012, greens 

need TLCneed TLCneed TLC   

By Tiffany Conrad,  

Site Naturalist 

        As spring has turned into sum-
mer, you may notice some of your 
plants and trees aren’t coming back 
as strong. The beautiful black-eyed 
Susan you had come on so strong in 
years past has only a measly one or 
two blossoms. Your tulip tree that 
has provided a nice, cool, shady 
spot in your yard for years only pro-
vides a dappling of shade now. This 
is due in large part to the drought 
we had last summer. Many people 
are just now noticing the damage. 
        The canopies of damaged trees 
are the first places to show die-off. 
Some branches might even have 
leaves that seem wilted. Since we 
were so dry last year, it has taken us 
some time to get back to normal 
water levels. Thanks to all the rain 
in June and all the way back to 
January, we are back to mostly nor-
mal levels. There are a few things 
you can do to prevent damage and 
reduce the visibility of past damage.  
        When planting new trees, 
make sure to get a good layer of 
mulch around the base. This helps 
keep the moisture in the ground and 
near the root system where it is 
needed the most. If you have the 
tendency to forget or don’t have the 
energy to haul 10 to 20 of gallons of 
water to the tree weekly, there are 
several watering systems available 
to place near the base of the tree. 
Most trees require lots of water the 
first month or so they are in the 
ground in order to establish a good 
root system. Be sure to follow up 
with your nursery or research any 
tree before planting to ensure you 
can keep up with watering.  
           (Continued on page 4) 

Join us! 

A Birthday Gala 

Friday, August 9 

Embassy Theatre 

125 W. Jefferson Blvd., Fort Wayne 

6 p.m. Reception, 8 p.m. “Laddie” 

$75 for Reception, $10 for Movie only  

Reserve yours Today by Calling  

260-854-3790 

 President Theodore    

Roosevelt called it “the most 

American thing in America.” With 

its passing, it’s been said, “the 

American middle class in the   

interior lost something valuable.” 

The Chautauqua movement 

brought religion, politics, culture 

and entertainment to small towns 

and rural outposts across the 

United States from the 1870s 

through the 1920s. After the   

establishment of a family Bible 

camp on a lake in western New 

York State in 1874, the concept of 

the Chautauqua was rapidly     

reinterpreted around the country. 

Dr. A. H. Gillett organized        

Indiana’s Western Chautauqua in 

northern Noble County as a    

conference for Methodist Sunday 

School teachers. 

     Otherwise known as the Island 

Park Assembly, the grounds were 

located on Sylvan Lake’s Kerr   

Island, connected by bridge to 

Rome City. Unlike the so-called 

“tent” or “circuit” Chautauquas of 

the era, the Island Park Assembly 

was a permanent fixture,       

boasting formal gardens, brilliant    

electric illumination, a hall seating 

2,500, a museum and classrooms 

where children learned about art, 

music, language and scripture. 

During the annual gathering, 

which began in late July and 

lasted for three weeks, visitors 

might hear an address by three-

time Democratic presidential  

candidate William Jennings Bryan. 

Other speakers included temper-

ance crusader Sam Jones and 

Hoosier poet James Whitcomb 

Riley. 

     Though somewhat remote, 

Island Park Assembly enjoyed a 

steady stream of visitors from 

across the Midwest, thanks to rail 

service provided by the Grand 

Rapids and Indiana Rail Company. 

The railroad, which had leased 

the grounds to the Western  

Chautauqua association, offered     

special excursion rates to Rome 

City and season passes to the 

summer gathering.  

(Continued on page 5) 

 

 

Celebrating Gene’s birthday 

with a Chautauqua 
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("After 2013," continued...) 

Native trees are great options to 
consider. Not only do they     
provide a great food source, but 
they are used to your area’s 
weather patterns and rain levels.  
 To reduce stress on 
drought-damaged trees, try to 
trim off the dead branches.     
Unfortunately, most of these are 
near the tops of the trees, so a 
tree-trimming service might be 

needed. Trimming will help    
reduce the amount of water that 
transpires from the leaves, if 
there are any, on those upper 
branches. Encourage new growth 
by using a slow-release fertilizer 
around the base of the tree. This 
gives the tree an extra boost, 
without causing an explosion of 
growth. 
 A good source of infor-
mation on drought damage and 
stress is your local Purdue       

Extension office. Your local 
nursery should be able to provide 
you with some other tips and 
help as well. If you see a tree 
that’s struggling in your yard, 
don’t give up on it just yet. Get it 
some water and a trim – and a 
hug might not hurt.  

Visitors to the Site this spring were treated 
to a stunning display of wisteria blossoms 

in Gene’s garden. 
Photo by Angela Mapes Turner 
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Celebrating Gene’s birthday with a Chautauqua 

(continued from page 3) 
and season passes to the summer 

gathering. With the invention of the 

automobile—along with the advent of 

radio and the movies—the national 

Chautauqua movement began to    

falter.  

     The Big Island Assembly played a 

big part in Gene’s life as she began 

attending as a young girl with her  

sister and family friends. The Assem-

bly is also where she and Charles first 

met … he being so smitten with her 

that he wrote to ask if he might     

continue writing to her for courtship. 

Gene, being bold, accepted his       

request and a life-long relationship of 

love, affection and respect was born 

from a chance encounter at a      

Chautauqua in Rome City.  

     We continue to celebrate        

Chautauquas each summer at GSP 

during Chautauqua Days in August. 

Gene was a proponent of life-long 

learning and the values represented 

by the Chautauqua movement. We try 

to honor that spirit by bringing wild-

life rehabilitators, demonstrations of 

arts and crafts, as well as food, fun 

and music. This year we celebrate on 

Gene’s birthday and have special   

surprises in store for visitors! 

     Saturday, August 17, will begin 

with a parade through downtown 

Rome City at 10 a.m. Line the streets 

to see bands, antique automobiles 

and more as we kick off the 2013 

Chautauqua Days and celebrate 

Gene’s birthday. If you would like to 

enter the parade, please contact Tif-

fany at GSP at 260-854-3790 to learn 

more. 

     Following the parade, everyone is 

invited to the Gene Stratton-Porter 

State Historic Site for a unique open-

ing ceremony with the Miami Nation 

and their Mother Drum on the front 

lawn of the Cabin at Wildflower 

Woods.  

     The afternoon will be filled with 

family fun and learning! Enjoy live 

music, craft activities, visit with 

Soarin’ Hawk raptor rehab or sample 

a Taste of the Garden. The Rome City 

and Brimfield Lions Clubs will also  

offer boat rides on Sylvan Lake during 

this year’s festivities for a small       

donation. Chautauqua Days runs from 

noon until 4 p.m. on Saturday, August 

17, and Sunday, August 18, and is just 

$3 per person with children 4 and 

younger admitted for free.  

     Saturday will also mark the GSP 

Memorial Society, Inc. Annual Meet-

ing beginning at 4:30 p.m. Join Gene’s 

family for this brief meeting of the 

membership and enjoy special treats 

made with herbs from Gene’s garden.  

     New this year are contests for po-

etry and nature photography. To learn 

more or get an entry form, please 

email gspmemorialso-

ciety@gmail.com or call the Site at 

260-854-3790. We think such compe-

titions would please Gene as she 

sought to encourage other’s interest 

in all things natural. 

     This year’s Chautauqua Days are 

sure to be special so plan to attend 

one or both days and honor Gene’s 

birthday and legacy at this uniquely 

American event!  

 

Please note the date for 

the annual meeting has 

changed from the Spring 

issue. Join us August 17 

during Chautauqua Days! 
“Birding with Gene” participants  

follow naturalist Tiffany Conrad on a 
bird hike in May. 

Photo by Angela Mapes Turner 

Chautauqua Days 2013  

12 to 4 p.m. daily 

August 17 & 18 

Highlights: 

Saturday 

10 a.m. Parade 

4:30 p.m. GSP Memorial 

Society annual   

meeting 
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Don’t forget that all contributions to the Gene Stratton-Porter Memorial Society 

are tax-deductible, so send a check and keep your receipt! We’ll put the money to 

good use as part of the kitchen restoration project, maintaining the grounds or sup-

porting future education programming at GSP. No matter how you designate your 

donation, you’re helping continue the legacy of one of Indiana’s most amazing 

daughters. 

Your membership includes the quarterly newsletter, as well as 10 percent off eve-

rything in the gift shop every time you shop. 

We’d love to hear from you! You can reach us at gspmemorialsociety@gmail.com 

or at the site, 260-854-3790. Be sure to “like” Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic 

Site on Facebook for the latest event information and more!  

August 2-3, times TBA 

Barn Sale 
 

August 9, 6 p.m. / 8 p.m. 

Birthday Gala at the Embassy 
 

August 17 & 18, 12 - 4 p.m. 

Chautauqua Days 
 

August 18 

GSP Memorial Society  

Annual Meeting 
 

September 28, 6 p.m.  

Wild Game Cookout 
 

October 18 & 19, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Owl-oween 
 

November 3, time TBA 

Volunteer Dinner 
 

November 9, 12 - 4 p.m. 

Autumn Tea 
 

December 7, 1 - 7 p.m. 

A Dream of Beauty 


