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L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  

Dear Friends, 

 

As I write, Thanksgiving is past, but I still have gratitude on my mind. We have many people to thank for 
making this season at Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic Site a success: the staff, who work tirelessly; the 

volunteers, who give generously, joyfully, and often; and you, for your ongoing support of the site. We 

thank area businesses and organizations for supporting us through sponsorships and grants, and the local 

community, for attending our events. If you have not yet supported the site this year, I hope you will con-

sider doing so. Your tax-deductible contribution will make a difference! 

 

This is my third year to serve on the board of the Gene Stratton-Porter Memorial Society, and I think it’s 

been the most exciting yet. We began the restoration of former farmland to its natural state of wetlands 

and prairies. This significant project, which has required partnerships with numerous local, state, and na-
tional organizations and agencies, will be a legacy for generations to come, directly in line with Gene’s 

devotion to Indiana’s natural heritage and its conservation. The land had been farmed continuously since 

1888, and despite more than 125 years of disruption, birds and wildlife have already begun taking refuge 

in this habitat-in-progress. We appreciate your continued interest and support as we see this project 

through in the coming years. 

 

This year, I’ve enjoyed numerous events at GSP. From watching a rehabilitated bald eagle fascinate a 

crowd (and memorably escape its handlers for a few minutes!), to listening to an absorbing reflection on 

beekeeping from volunteer Joe Hoover at the Autumn Tea, there is always something new for me to learn 
when I visit the site. (I may still take up beekeeping someday, Joe!) These projects are in keeping with 

Gene’s example of lifelong learning, by bringing people together to share knowledge and fellowship. 

 

As winter looms, it’s easy for an outdoors-lover like me to feel cooped up and frustrated. I think that I’ll 

make it a goal of mine to read one of Gene’s books that I haven’t read before. (Yes, that’s my confession: 

I haven’t read all of them; not even close!) And I share with you this quote from one of Gene’s visually 

lovely works, Music of the Wild, on the promise of spring: 

 

To any man the call of the marsh is threefold. Whether he realizes it or no, his faith in all renewal 
is strengthened in watching this yearly resurrection. Dead as any death appears the marsh during 

winter’s long sleep; no other place so abundant with life in summer. … The marsh, that can die 

and yet return to life at the first breath of spring, seems each year to repeat anew to its lovers, 

“Though a man die, yet shall he live again.” All men are cheered by that message, whether it 

comes by precept or impression.  

 

We are looking forward to celebrating Indiana's Bicentennial in 2016. I’d love to hear what GSP means to 

you, and what you’d like to see from us in the future. Please get in touch: angelamapes@hotmail.com.  

 

Wishing a happy holiday season to you all! 

Angela Mapes Turner 

Gene Stratton-Porter Memorial Society, Inc. 

    Friends in Feathers 

mailto:angelamapes@hotmail.com


L o o k i n g  B a c k  &  L o o k i n g  A h e a d  

B y  D a v e  W .  F o x ,  G S P  S i t e  M a n a g e r  

     2015 has seen many changes and successes at the 

Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic Site in Rome City. 

The largest project undertaken at the Site in many 

years was begun this year - the wetland 

and prairie restoration is underway and 

already a resounding success! 

     Field tiles have been broken, wetlands    

restored and fence rows cleared and 

we’ve  already seen a remarkable return 

of birds and wildlife to the GSP Site. The 

vision for this massive wetland and prairie 

restoration was inspired by Gene’s con-

servation efforts more 

than 100 years ago. 

We’re anxious to see 

what new birds visit in 

spring when we’ll also 

be seeding with native 

grasses and wildflow-

ers. If you haven’t  

visited yet, it’s worth 

the trip! 

     The Carriage House Visitors Center saw additional 

activity this year with the installation of a huge view-

ing window in our new Environmental Resource Cen-

ter (ERC) as well as a new fire escape. Work contin-

ues on the ERC where we’re adding new technology, 

plants and some cool surprises in 2016.  

     To complement the ERC, we’ll be completing our 

outdoor wildlife 

viewing area in 

early 2016.     

Native plants, 

bird feeders, a 

water feature and 

other landscap-

ing will provide 

a National Wild-

life Foundation 

certified back-

yard habitat, 

viewable from 

the comfort of the ERC and providing inspiration 

for creating a similar setting at your home.  

     This season’s programs included the Wildflower 

Walk & Brunch, local wines at the Moonlit Garden 

Tour, another incredible Chautauqua Days with a    

parade, Owl-oween and a beautiful “A Dream of 

Beauty” holiday walk to wrap up the season, complete 

with a special peek in Gene’s bedroom upstairs. Our 

events are great ways to share Gene’s legacy with new 

generations. We’re 

always happy to 

see how many of 

Gene’s fans are 

now bringing their 

children and 

grandchildren to 

the Site. 

     Visitors from 

across the country 

and around the 

world made it a 

point to visit 

Gene’s home. We also saw many groups tour 

the Site - school field trips will continue to be 

free thanks to the support 

of many organizations. The 

kids weren’t the only ones 

enjoying a tour though, we 

hosted book clubs, family 

groups and even a Mustang 

Club during 2015!  

     Of course none of this 

would be possible without 

the dedicated corps of vol-

unteers who help bring 

Gene’s legacy to life each 

and every day. We also 

owe a huge thank you to 

our funding partners: The 

Dekko Foundation, Olive B. Cole Founda-

tion, the First Lady’s Charitable Founda-

tion, Indiana Audubon Society, and many 

individual supporters. 

     Next season we will celebrate Indiana’s 

Bicentennial with special events and      

projects like the ERC’s outdoor wildlife 

viewing area and prairie 

planting. Be sure to  

explore all that our   

wonderful state has to 

offer during this special 

year. We hope to see you 

many times in 2016! 

 


