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Gene Strattor-Porter
Spring 2003 P.O. Box 639 o Rome City, lN 46784

MARK YOUR CALETIDERS
Allthe old fovoriles ore bock this yeor like the Teo

Porly (Aug. I I ). Gene's Birrhdoy Pofi (Aug. I 71, ond
the Holidoy Open House (Nov. I5 & 16). Our speciol
Fomily Fun Doys ore growing ropidly in otlendonce. Some
of our old evenls hove been incorporoted into lhese new
fomily doys olong with mony new octivities ond
educolionol crofts ond projects. Our Spring Doy is Moy
3, ond willfeolure o guided bird wolk ol9 o.m., becoming
port of o humon living tree ot 12:30 p.m., ond o
wildflower wolk ot I:30 p.m. There will be mony croft
opportuniiies oll doy long. Our Foll Doy, Oct. 'l l, will
feoture old fovorites like horse-drown wogon rides,
pontoon booi rides ond lhe bonfire. However, this yeorwe
will hove o huge Noture CSI where visitors will turn into
invesiigotors ond work to collecl clues in order lo solve the
crimes. Lost yeor we hod some visitors wilhout children

, il€ to visit on our Foll Fomily Fun Doy. They stoyed oll
Voy ond hod o boll. These doys ore guoronteed fun for

everyone.
Our newesl progrom GoFishlN is presented by

the lndiono Division of Fish ond Wildlife ond GSP working
togelherto get more kids involved in fishing. GSP is now o
looner site for Norlheost lndiono. This meons troined
Crew Coptoins con borrow oll the needed moteriols lo run
their own fishing closses. We hove enough supplies for o
crowd of 50 fishing children. We ore olso hoving o
troining for prospective crew coploins on April 26th, I
o.m. - noon. This yeor the progrom thot we ore hoving
(June 7) is exponding into o full doy of fun, leorning ond
fishing. We ore looking for people who hove o pontoon on
Sylvon Loke who could help us out for oboul on hour
toking the kids oul for o youth fishing contest. We promise
this will be o mosl rewording hour. This event folls on the
free fishing week-end in lndiono so no one will need s
license thot doy.

Tuesday May '1,3,2003 5:30 p.m.
Speaker: Dr. Gary Tieben, Professor

University of Saint Francis
The Cardinal and Other Birds

Please return enclosed card by May 9th

ANNLIAL MEETING K
Jlarrre a-e qdilPn Sl"alu

Hove vou ever thought il would be nice to be
involved in some of the octivities of Gene Strotton Porter?
Do you know it is possible? The Porters will be storting
their second yeor of service. They give tours, help in the
gordens, help in ihe office, help with speciol events, ond
mony olherthings. Porters do noi hove to sign up to work
every week. They ossisl with the octivities thot inleresl
them. ln October we hove o speciol doy to soy Thonk You
to them, give owords ond hove o meol together. Lost yeor
we hod forty Porters helping oi the site. This yeor we ore
hoping to increose ihoi number. Why not come out ond
hove o good time, some fun ond help ot the site ot the
some iime. Cqll the site lo requesi further informotion.

From the President...
Deo r F riends of the Ge ne Strofi c n - Porter Soc iefy,

We ore exciled obout our upcomrng Annuol
Meeting Tuesdoy, Moy 

.l3, 
2003 ogcin oi the Rome City

Methodisi Church ot 5:30. We ore oieosed to hove o
memberof theAuoubcn Sociery, u-tr. GoryTieben, speoklo
us on Cordinots ond Other Birds.

We ore plonning o very exciting yeor of octivities ot
the Gene Strotton-Forter Memoriol Site for you beginning
Moy 3, 2003. Don't forget thot you hove on opportunity to
beo porter,We needyou,

W'rthoppreciotion,

PresidentFron

Gorden Show in Kendollville ot the Ceruiis' Conference
Center in Morch. Mony people siopped by to visit. A lot of
odults soid they hod not been lo lhe site since their own
4th grode field trip ond promised to come ond see us
soon.



MEET YOUR PRESIDENT
For the past 3 yeors Fron Umbough has been the

President of the GSP Memoriol Society. Besides hersociety
duties, Fron is o greot supporter of the site ond eogerly
ossists in multiple octivities whenever there is o need.
However, her specio! requesl is olwoys to be involved wiih
the children. Her husbond, Monte, soys this is not
unusuol. Ever since he hos known her, she hos hod
children oround her. The kids love her. Fron went to
Eorlhom College fortwo yeors, then swiiched to Boll Stote
ond received o bochelor's degree in elemenlory
educotion. She storted teoching in Kokomo ot Centrol
School. She received o mosters ot lndionq speciolizing in
reoding. She olwoys tought 1st grode in the Kokomo oreo,
the lost seven yeors she worked with gifted ond tolented
students. Throughout her coreer, Fron held severol
positions in the locol reoding ossociotion (!RA) ond wos
treosurer for the stote lRA. Fron olso served on the lU
Alumni Boord ond wos in Tri Koppo. Both of her doughters
ore olso ieochers, one in Kokomo, the other in the Doyton
oreo. For severol yeors, she helped Monte os o hostess in
his Kokomo restouronl. ln the loie 70s, Fron ond Monte
built their home on Hilltop Drive on Sylvon Loke ond
retired here in I992. She is the oxillory choploin for ihe
Americon Legion ond is on ociive member of St. Gospor's
Cotholic Church.
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lnto The Woods
Gommon Nome: Jock-in-the-Pulpir
Other Nomes: tiqn non xing
Scientific Nqme: Arisoemo triphyllum
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A pulpit is o smoll, enclosed plotform where o preocher con stond to give o serrnon. This is whot ihe wildflower looks
like, lhus the nome Jock-in-the-Pulpit. The plonts hove only one or two compound leoves mode up of 3 smoll leoflets eoch.
It's oppeoronce resembles poison ivy. lt con be 8- t 0 inches toll up to 3 feet with o leof spon of 2 feet or more. ll grows best in
moist, shody oreos where sunlight is filtered by folioge. However, it con grow in rother dry grossy oreos of full sunlight. The
best woy to inlroduce new plonts inlo o moist, semi-shoded oreo would be to plont the seeds in flower pots then tronsplont
this slow growing ploni outdoors o fewyeors loter.

Jock-in-the-Pulpits rely on insects for pollinotion, usuolly thrips ond gnots. The fruit (colled o berry) remoin green unti! the
seeds ore moture, then the berries turn o brilliont red. Three to five inches under the soil is o big poloto-like structure thot
botonists coll o corm. The corm is port of the plont's slem system. Notive Americons boiled the corms in ot leosi three
chonges of woter, dried them then grinded them into o kind of flour. Corms would burn your mouth if eolen row since they
contoin colcium oxolote crystols, which proiect it from hungry onimols. There is one occouni sloting thoi the Meskwoki
lndions would put finely chopped rool into meot they would leove for their enemies to find, principolly the Sioux. The meol
wos flovorful, ond would be consumed, bul in o few hours these enemies would be in so much poin they would die. Another
nome forJock-in-the-Pulpit is lndion turnip.

ur. x **ya-& *ffffi -*IIIINTE D,e X-*.ye&* ffffi *
Now is the time lo gei your fomily skelelons out of your closel. How long ore you going to Iet your deod goldfish

floot? We need him now! As you dig into spring house cleoning ond dig up mummified creolures, keep us in mind. We need
stronge, deod things or poris thereof - bones, teelh, oniennoe, beoks, fins, feet, skins, toils, eyebolls, shells, fossils, cococ.
fish scoles, bird nests, owl pellets, trock molds, ond old huniing trophies of every kind. Sound gruesome? We ore collectil(
for o huge Noture CSI coming foll to our very populor Fomily Foll Fun Doy. Got questions? Coll Pot or Cheri ot the site.

Also needed ore old socks, the lorger the better ond holes ore not o problem. Any kind of ort ond croft supplies thoi
you might hove oround ond woni to get rid of is greoily opprecioted. Our children's progroms ore growing ond we ore using
lots of thinqsforourcrofts ond proiects like buttons, woll eoTqles, ribbon, ond sequinslo i-ronte onlyofew

Fron ond Monte Umbough

Gene Stratton-Porter
STATE IIISTORIC SITE

November



\ Dondelions ore beginning to find o regulor ploce in bolhVmorkel gordens ona .ity morkets. U-ses for dondetion
leoves include os o potherb ond in solods. Young leoves
con be covered with boiling, noi cold, woter to remove
much of the herby toste. Leoves moy olso be blonched by
covering them during their ropid growth ond then
prepored os o solod. The besi solod is prepored from
cold, cooked greens thoroughly chilled, chopped ond
served with o proper dressing. !n the posi, strong plonts
(crowns with 2-3 inch rools) were brought into the cellor
ond roised during thewinter,lheywere covered with litter
or cool oshes ond would provide o splendid solod.
Dondelion greens hove o wholesome effecl on digestion.

ln limes of fomine roots were cooked ond used for food.
Todoy, dondelion roots ore used os o morket substilution
forcoffee.

Dondelion flowers (olwoys o fovorite in o child's bouquet)
con be woshed, seporoled ond odded to ony light cookie
recipe such os o sugor, shortbreod, sprifz, ond even
chocolote chip.

For the wine lover, dondelion wine is on old fovorite.
Dondelions olso show up in the frying pon in monywoys.

, 'ou con toke ony dip ond odd gorlic ond chopped
\dondelion greens to it. Below is o fovorite spring dip.

Dondelion Dip
Vz cup of yovng dondelion leoves, chopped fi
t/z cvp of cottoge cheese
7z tsp. solt
dosh ofpepper
itsp. chopped chives oronions
sesomeseeds

Put dondelion leoves, cottoge cheese, solt, pepper, ond
chopped chives or onions into o blender. Chill before
serving. Blend with sesome seeds ond serve with crockers
orveggies.

BEFOREYOU KILLTHETT'I. READ THIS

Dondelion - Toroxocum officinole (orT. Toroxocum)

One very old bird on

this yeu, all yeu

The cordinols ore everywhere, everyone is celebroting,
ond the color is red. Hove you reod il yel? Greotly
offected by o horrible scene she witnessed involving o
beoutiful red bird, hunters ond guns, Gene put pen to
poper ond wroie her very first novel "Song of the
Cordinol" 100 yeors ogo. Awonderful storytold from ihe
heort oboul o poir of loving Kentucky Cordinols. Five
different songs from the bird will come to live in this book
which will bring enioymenl to both bird wotcherc ond
nolure lovers of ony oge.

This brightly colored bockyord songbird is the
stote bird for lllinois, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiono, Norih
Corolino, Virginio, ond West Virginio. Cordinols hove
beoks slrong enough lo crocktough seeds ond open pine
cones. The mole is wropped in scorlet robes wilh o
heqddress pointing to heoven. Through his block mosk
he sings whol, whol-cheer-cheer-cheer. Reod "Song of
the Cordinol" to see whol songs Gene's bird sings.

Trecsurer's Report
os of Morch, 2003

Operoling Checking $ 4,376.68
operoting Sovings $ 2,019,35
Progrom Swings $ .l,843,98

Lond Aquisition $ 808.96
Operoting CD #l $ 3,000,00
operoting cD #2 $ 1,000,00
operoling lotol $13,048.97

Gitt shop checking $ s,gsz,aa
Gifr shop cdt $ s,ooo,oo
Gift shop loto! $10,332.44

rorAr FUNDS $23,381.41

Gene Strotton-Porter Memoriol Society, lnc.
PO. Box 639

Rome City, lN 46784
(260) 854-37e0

Business or Orgonizotion Nome

Address

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Single

Fomily

Susloining

Non-Profit Org.

\;-- grrs;ns5s

ife t40 yrs. ot oge or oloer)

Husbond & Wife

$ 10,00

r 5,00

20,00

25.00

25.00

r 00,00
'r50.00

Nome

City
.;.*i-- ---*,

Stote Zip Phone
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Gene Stratton-Porter Memorial Society
PO. Box 639 - Rome CiW IN 467a4
(26()) 854-379()
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