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From the President
John Kessen

We are having some new activities this year. The
first one was the May Brunch and Wildflower Walk.
It was well received and will become an annual
event. Our next new activity is the bus trip to the
sites that have historical significance in Gene's life.
It will take place on September 9, 2006 and will cost
$45. The $45 fee covers all admission charges,
continental breakfast, lunch, and the bus. You will
find a copy of the registration for the trip in the
newsletter.

This year we have two new board members.
They are Margot Varner and Dennis Noak. ln this
newsletter we are introducing Dennis Noak and in
the next newsletter we will introduce Margo. Both of
them bring a great deal of expertise and experience

\-rJ the board.
After some board discussion we have decided to

set up some permanent committees. We hope that
this will give more members an opportunity to be-.
come active in the society. Our Barn Sale Commit-
tee will be chaired by Linda Edholm. The Parade
Committee will be chaired by Marge Taylor. Our

Publicity Committee will be chaired by Bud Ed-
holm. The Web Site Committee will be chaired by
Judy Richter. lf you have an interest in being a part
of one of the committees please let us know of your
interest.

The board has talked for some time about doing
a tribute to Margie Sweeney. Our site has a need
and we have the opportunity to do a tribute to
Margie. You willfind further information in an article
in this newsietter. I know that many of you have
been wondering when we would present a suitable
tribute and are interested in being a part of it. We
need to raise $6,500 to make the tribute a reality.
Please be a part of the tribute by donating what you
are able to do.

By the tinre you receive this newsietter our sec-
ond activity for the year will be at hand. On August
4 & 5 we will be hcilding our Annual Barn Sale. Last
year we made $661.16. This year we hope to top
that figure.

I look fonruard to meeting you personally at one of
our events.

WHAT IS A GARDEN PORTER?
The Garden Porters are our garden volunteers. We initiated this
volunteer program this spring with a garden workday and several
volunteers have returned on a periodic basis. For this, we thank you.

A special thanks to Tom and Kathy Richards who have adopted the herb beds. They created a culinary
herb bed in Bed 9 and planted herbs used in teas in Bed 10. If you see them working in the garden, stop
and talk to these two knowledgeable herb enthusiasts. Watch for more herbal enhancements as Tom
applies his inspiration from Gene's book, The Harvester.

We welcome anyone to help in the garden. Whether you are a Master Gardener looking to fulfillVvolunteer hours or a gardening novic., *. can use your help. Even a modest commitment of two or three
hours would be appreciated. Just contact the office or one of the gardeners to arrange a convenient time
and an activity you would enjoy.
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NOAK....

Dennis grew up on a
dairy/grain farm near Crown
Point" lndiana, with one
brother and two sisters. He
became interested in Horti-
culture working for Purdue
University maintaining
tornato test plots for me-
chanical harvesting while in
high school.

Dennis graduated from Purdue University with a
degree in Horticulture and Landscape Architecture.
After spending two years in the Army and a year in
graduate school, he and his wife, Nancy, moved to
Fort Wayne.

He worked for the Fort Wayne Park and Recreation

developed he added shade garden plants, mostly
Hostas, and Astilbes.

They bought their retirement home on Sylvan Lake in
Rome City and moved there in 1999. Dennis has been

. continually designing and developing the grounds
around this house. He brought some of his roses from
Fort Wayne, and planted over 40 varieties of Hostas
and 15 varieties of Astilbes. Open, sunny areas are
now a mixture of annuals, perennials, and grasses and
bulbs. Every year he tries to add 3 - 5 new plants to his
collection.

ln Fort Wayne he had to deal with clay and poorly
draining soil, and now he has fast draining, sandy soil.
ln some of his earlier beds, he did not include enough
organic matter to retain moisture.

Gardening is a learning process that continues. You
never have all the answers because you are dealing
with weather and something that is alive, along with
other miscellaneous factors.

I have also found gardening relaxing and rewarding.
Departmentfor 34 years and retired in 2001. He was Not only is the exercise good, bit it is healing for the
Landscape Architect and Superintendent of Horticul- mind also.
ture, Superintendent of Parks, and the last 10 years Theirson,Darren, livesinMiddleton,Wl,withhiswife
Superintendent of Conservatory and Horticulture. and two children. Their daughter, Mindy, and her hus-

While living in Fort Wayne, Dennis started growing band live in Chicago. Both are Purdue graduates also.
roses and eventually grew close to 120 bushes, Dennis and Nancy still attend First Baptist Church in
among which were hybrid teas, florabundas, climbers, Fort Wayne where he helps maintain the ground and
and miniature roses. He also grew annuals, perenni- plants. He also helps maintain the Jesse White Memo-

-\,

als_- atd q _vegqteble_ g!!rclqq1_4x l![g_ !!q!Le_ !g_e9_ _ri?L Park he designed in Fort Wayne.

The Annual Meeting Dinner Speaker was Renee Campbell, from the

Prairie Trail Herb Farm in Goshen. Following are some interesting
tidbits she shared with us about herbs:

MINT is the symbol of hospitality. Plant it around your doorstop and

keep some under your doormat. When people step on the mat they will
release a fragrance and it will help to keep the flies out. Another option
is to hang it in the windows to freshen the air. BASIL is the symbol of
love and good wishes. It needs warm soil and warm temperatures to

grow. PARSLEY is the symbol of fertility. If a pregnant woman plants

it, it will grow. It is bad luck to move it or give it away. It is rich in
vitamins and minerals. The Greeks hung it around their neck as a natural

breath freshener and to keep them from eating too much. THYME is the

symbol of courage and strength. The Roman soldiers would bathe in
thyme water. It was also used to embalm King Tut. ROSEMARY is the

herb of remembrance. It will sharpen your memory. It can be used for
tea, as a hair rinse or a moth repellant. It was used to line the manger of
the Christmas Crib. VALARIAN has a wonderful fragrance. Cats and

rats are attracted to it. The Pied Piper had it in his pocket which enabled

him to lead the rats out of town. HYSSOP was used by the Hebrews to

cleanse the holy places. Romans used it for head lice, rheumatism and

anemia. SAINT JOHN'S WORT was hung on doors for protection.

JEWEL WEED was used for soothing poison ivy and to rub on nettles.

TANSEY is the symbol of resistance and was used to embalm bodies. It
grows 5 feet and has a square stem. It repels Japanese Beetles. SAGE is

associated with wisdom and long life. Indians would rub it on their teeth

as a cleaner. WHITE YARROW was used on wounds. COMFREY can

have a 10 foot tap root. COSTMARY was also known as Bible mint' A
leaf of the plant was used as a bookmark in Bibles.

History

Herbsffi



Educational Opportunities Abound at the GSP Site!
by Margo Varner

When I first visited the Gene Stratton-Porter State\-- Historic Site, Wildflower Woods, and Cemetery, I im-
mediately saw a great educational opportunity for my
students. lt took several years to formulate and orga-
nize an educational program, but with the wonderful
help of Martha Swartzlander and Pat Bolman, I saw my
plan come to fruition.

Now, every year, the other teachers and I look for-
ward to our trip here for our students' projects. How-
ever, we don't look forward to it nearly as much as the
students do! We teachers hear from parents of the
students how excited their children were, both before
and after the trip. Even years after students have taken
the trip, they can recall back.

Building that kind of excitement into learning is every
teachefs dream come true. When students get excited
about learning, we create lifeJong learners. What they
learn they will remember and will continue to build on
it. Why more teachers aren't taking advantage of this
site and all it has to offer is just beyond me.

Besides the obvious literary experience, students
can get "hands-on" experiences with nature. Both Pat
and Ed as our DNR guides have been educational and
fun. Trees, plants, flowers, butterflies, moths, insects,
birds, and the water itself offer countless learning
experiences with biology, entomology, lotqny, and

\-, even dendrochronology (the study of dating past
events such as climate by looking at the growth in tree
rings). Our biology teacher has had great success with
having students study moths, caterpillars, butterflies,.
birds, and trees.

Our photography teacher and I are always amazed at
the beautiful photographs our quicklytrained students
snap while they are here. Even on little disposable
cameras, students obtain pictures of such quality that
they enter them into our annual art show. This close-up
encounter with nature trains students' eyes to see and
appreciate the natural beauty we sometimes overlook
in our daily lives.

Our art teacher is always commenting on the
"perfect" scene to paint while here. Our students learn
the delicacies of nature's own paintbrush as they at-
tempt to match watercolors natural to our world as they
watercolor their photographs.

Finally, the history of this site, in fact, the entire area,
offers students of history an opportunity to learn about
Sylvan Lake, the clearing of lndiana's wetlands, and
the lifestyle in a much simpler time. As the students
leam about the clearing of the forests and the draining
of the wetlands, we even create several ecological
activists along the way.

This site is a natural classroom, an open book for
students to leam so many new things thatwill stay with
them forever. lf I had my way, all of my classes would
be hei'e every week, picking up something new to
apple to their own lives that they would keep in their
knowledge for a lifetime.

Gene Stratton-Porter
Chautauqua Days
August 20,2006

Gelebrate Gene-Stratton-Porter's
143rd Birthday

..THE GRATER TATER DAY'
Come Stuff the Tater, add a Salad and the

Chocolate Fountain for a full and delicious meal

Enturtainment: The Auburn Dixielanders
Birthday Cake. Crafts. Cabin Tours. Garden Tours

For Information: 260-854-3 790

.strLL sLwgL*g a sob storg *
During the summer, it is easy to forget that the garden is invaded with (sob, sob) Star of Bethlehem, listed as an
invasive species by the lndiana Department of Natural Resources. As with all spring bulbs, the foliage and flowers are
gone, but lurking under the surface of the garden are thousands of bulbs. We are still digging them out as we run into
them, which makes normal garden maintenance much more difficult. This fall some foliage will appear and we can
use all of your help eradicating this bulb. Just drop by during work hours or give us a call to arrange a time to
volunteer to give this menace the smack down.



SPOTLIGHT O'V THD STI1FF
Rosemar5r Marcon better known to all of us as
"Roe/ is in her second year at GSP as an inter-
preter. She has a love for nature like Gene,
enjoying wild life, butterflies, birds, flowers and
insects. Roey was born in Sturgis, lived on the
family farm where sheep were raised in Shipshe-
waria and now lives with her mom in LaGrange
where she loves her neighborhood. She has one
sister and two nieces living in Texas. At home she
enjoys her three dogs, a Pomeranian, a mini
pincher and a Siberian huslry. She claims her
room looks like a museum since she collects
things from different countries. Presently, she is
working on an Associate Degree in Business Man-
agement at Indiana Tech. She is an Advanced
Master Gardener, a Master Nahrralist and has an
Herbalist Diploma from Trinity College. For over
1O years she worked at the Greenfield Herb Gar-
den. Her volunteer experiences include the La-
Grange Nature Center and working with Julie
Diehm at the Soil and Water District. She gives
lectures on herbs and has many growing at her

house. She is re-
ally into carnivo-
rous plants and

" would like to start
giving talks on
them. In her spare
time she likes
movies, fishing,
gardening, hiking,
dancing for exer-
cise, eating pizza
and reading. Her
favorite book
along with Gene's
books is "The
Cloud Garden: by
Tom Hart Dyke and

Rosemary Marcon
Paul Winder on adventure,

survival and extreme horticultural. Roey enjoys
the natural setting while working at the site and
meeting all the various visitors. In the future she
hopes to do more traveling to Africa and Egrpt.

UNIDERTHEARBOR
by Mortho Ferguson,Advanced Master Gardener and Master Naturalist lntern

Come walk under the arbor with me and we'll view the many changes in the garden.
As we approach the arbor from the north, notice the panoramic view of the formal garden. Several

over-grown shrubs blocked this garden view untilthe site's maintenance crew rectified the situation.
Let's enter the arbor and sit in the shade on this garden bench for a while and let our senses revel in

Gene's garden. With the heavy shade of the vines, the stone floor and the breeze from the lake, feel how
cool the air is. See the butterflies dancing among the tapestry of color, texture, and variety of blooms. Inhale
the warm honey-drenched scent of milkweed in bloom. Listen for
the distinctive hum of the hummingbirds' wings as they search for

nectar among the trumpet vines overhead.
Judicious pruning of the wisteria root suckers and removal of tall

invasive plants from the arbor beds enable us to see the garden from
the arbor. Another benefit of this work is the interesting shape and shad-
ows created by the twining vines, as seen in the photo.

As we look west through the arbor, we can see the Sunny Wildflower
Bed (Bed 24). This was the Butterfly Bed, but the butterflies seem to
like the whole garden. Since many of the plants were native
wildflowers, such as milkweed, butterfly weed, Joe -Pye weed, and gold-
enrod, we added more sun-loving wildflowers to the bed, such as black-
eyed susans, beardtongue, senna, and native sunflowers.

As we look east through the arbor, we can see Singing Waters.
Before the end of the summer, major changes will be visible to Singing
Waters. See related story on page 5.

Let's continue down the arbor path and exit on the southern edge of
the garden, near the gazebo. A new path leads to the gazebo and it
would be a great place for us to have lunch.

I invite you to join us Under the Arborto contemplate the constant
changes in the garden. Not only the changes wrought by the site staff,
but daily changes as different flower species bloom and take center
stage.



GENE STRATTON-PORTER
BUS TRIP

SPONSORED BY THE GENE STRATTON-PORTER
MEMORIAL SOCIETY

Have you ever wanted to know more about the history
of Gene Stratton-Porter? Now is the time to find out.
We will be hosting a bus trip to take you to the
significant lndiana sites that relate to Gene's history.
We will start our tour with a visit to the Gene Stratton-
Porter Wildflower Woods State site in Rome City, lN.

While at the Site we will have a continental breakfast
available. From Rome City we will proceed to Lagro,
where we will visit the cemetery and church linked to
Gene's early family history. Gene's parents, Laddie and
other family members are buried there. Our next stop
will be lunch in Decatur. The cost of the lunch is

included in your registration fee. After lunch we will
visit the cemetery in Decatur where Charles Porter and
his family are buried. The next stop will be at the
Geneva Limberlost State Site. ln Geneva we will have a
chance to view Mr. Porter's bank and pharmacy. The

last visit of the day will be to the Limberlost Swamp.
We will then return to Rome City. The cost for the trip
including continental breakfast, lunch and admission
fees will be $45.
SCHEDULE

8:00 AM Meet at the Gene Stratton-Porter
State Historic Site in Rome CitY

9:30 AM Leave for Lagro
1 1:00 AM Arrive at Lagro
1 1:30 AM Leave for Decatur
12:30 PM Lunch

1:30 PM Decatur Cemetery
2:00 PM Leave for Geneva
2:30 PM Visit Limberlost State Historic Site
3:30 PM Visit Limberlost Swamp
4:15 PM Leave for return to Rome City
6:00 PM Arrive in Rome City

\,i
REGISTRATION FOR GENE STRATTON.PORTER BUS TRTP

Please make your check for $45 out to The Gene Stratton-Porter Memorial Society and mail or deliver to the Gene
Stratton-Porter Memorial Society, P.O. Box 639. Rome City, lN 46184. We need your reservations before September
1,2006.

Name Phone No.

Street Address

City State

A TRIBUTE TO MARGIE S\TEENEY
Margie Sweeney was Curator of the Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic Site from 1974-2002 and continues to be very supportive of

the site's activities. Due to her efforts, the site is one of northern Indiana's historic treasures. As a tribute to her contributions, the

Society is embarking on a project to upgrade Singing Waters Pond. The existing pond on the east side of the formal gardens is in need

of major repairs. The new water garden will be designed and installed by Woodland Water Gardens and Nursery.
The Margie Sweeney Singing Waters Pond will be a lasting tribute to a lovely lady who enjoys music and has delighted us with her

beautiful voice many times. The music of Singing Waters Pond will delight all who corne to visit. How relaxing to sit on a garden bench

or in the gazebo listening to the music of singing water and song of the birds while viewing the nature all around you.

We know that many of you will want to participate in this tribute to Margie. This professionally installed, quality water feature will
cost $6,500.00. You may send your donation to the Gene Stratton Porter Memorial Society, Inc., P.O. Box 639, Rome City, IN 46784

----l

Please fill out and return to Gene Stratton-Porter Memorial Society, Inc., P.O. Box 639, Rome City, IN 46784

zip

I wish to donate $

Name

to the Margie Sweeney Singing Waters Ponds.

II
I Address t
L--- rr----J

\./
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