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Welcoming spring at Wildflower Woods 
Busy 2018 season will include new events, concerts, artists-in-residence and more 

By the time the 
Gene 
Stratton-Porter 
Society held its 
annual volunteer 
training March 17, 
volunteers already 
had worked several 
2018 events. Home 
and garden shows 
are a great way for 
the Society to meet 
people from all over 
who share many of 
Gene’s interests but 

who may have never heard of the site before. 

Our annual training included a tour of Gene’s attic, which has been cleaned and 
organized in recent months. If you're interested in volunteering this season, please 
contact the site at gspmemorialsociety@gmail.com for more information! 

SANDHILL CRANE NESTS IN NOBLE COUNTY 

Dave Fox snapped a photo of this Sandhill Crane mother 
on her nest in Noble County. Originally found by GSP 
Society board member John Lipasek and Denny Hogan on 
April 12, she's testament to all of the good things going on 
in the area as far as habitat restoration and good lake 
management. 



 

Site Manager’s update 
by  Dave Fox  

We’re anxiously waiting for Spring to 
arrive and stay for more than a few 
days. We’re also anxiously awaiting the 
2018 season at GSP, because it’s full of 
so many amazing and new events. 
There is much to update you on since 
my last article! 

The prairie and wetland restoration is 
in full swing, and we have partnered 
with Blue Heron Ministries for long 
term maintenance of the prairies. I’m 
thrilled to announce that we are the 
recipients of a very generous $5,000 
grant from the Steuben County 
Community Foundation. The fund, in 
memory of Ralph Taylor who served as 
a Conservation Officer, seeks to fund 
projects that blend the outdoors with 
youth and education. This grant will 
specifically be used to add native 
wetland plant plugs to our islands in 
the Hemingway Wetlands. These 
plants will be vital to the restoration 
and provide habitat for waterfowl and 
other birds as well as a great lesson 

for students exploring the wetlands 
and prairies. 

We are constantly researching to learn 
more about Gene and to be able to 
share more about her legacy. One 
project currently underway is the GSP 
dust jacket project. I have scoured the 
internet and local bookstores to 
acquire a collection of spectacular 
dust jackets for GSP novels. After 
nearly 100 years, you can imagine how 
difficult it is to find dust jackets in 
good condition. This has been a fun 
project, as I’ve found variations of the 
same novel with updated artwork or 
even advertisements for Gene’s other 
novels.  

Once I have scanned these in, the art 
department at the Indiana State 
Museum will do some restoration 
work and print copies that we can use 
at the Site. Ultimately, we’ll use these 
dust jackets to tell the story of how 
carefully Gene gave out her new 
novels. She received only 10 copies 



from her publisher and would often 
sign those for family and dear friends. 

If you aren’t on Facebook, be sure to 
visit the GSP Society website 
(www.genestratton-porter.com) to 
stay up to date on the entire 2018 
season. While we’re bringing back 
many of the favorites – Wildflower 
Walk and Brunch, Autumn Tea, A 
Dream of Beauty – we’re also excited 
to share several new events with you 
this year! 

Using Gene’s works as inspiration, 
we’re thrilled to announce the Music 
of the Wild Concert Series. Just like 
Gene’s novel, this will be a three-part 
series celebrating various types of 
music as well as beautiful natural 
settings here at GSP. To kick things 
off, enjoy some truly talented 
musicians for Celtic at the Cabin. 
Several of Central Indiana’s most 
talented Celtic musicians will jam on 
Gene’s front porch. Bring a chair or 
blanket to enjoy from the front lawn 
or boat in and listen to the Irish lilt 
waft over the water. 

Next up is the Symphony in the Prairie 
featuring classical and easy listening 
hits performed by members of the 
Fort Wayne Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Again, bring a chair or a blanket to 
enjoy this concert where the 
musicians will perform from the new 
wildlife viewing blind in the 
Hemingway Wetlands. It should be a 
perfect evening for a picnic! 

We’ll wrap up the concert series with 
Bluegrass at the Barn featuring The 

Jughuffers. If you haven’t enjoyed 
these musicians and storytellers 
before, you’re missing out. What 
better background than the beautiful 
and historic Sower barn for this family 
fun filled concert. All of the concerts 
are FREE, because we want families to 
truly enjoy the beauty of the Site. We 
will happily accept donations, which 
will be used to provide educational 
programs and continue maintenance 
and restoration projects at GSP. 

You will also notice many new 
furnishings in Gene’s cabin. David 
Buchanan, our curator of decorative 
arts, delivered many new pieces of 
ceramics, sculpture, dark room 
accessories and even a Louis Comfort 
Tiffany art glass bud vase. Most 
interestingly, he returned one of 
Gene’s beautiful parasols! 

There are just too many exciting 
events to share in one article, so 
please check out our website or follow 
us on Facebook to learn about the 
many, many wonderful events during 
2018. We are so excited to share Gene 
and her legacy with you so don’t be a 
stranger! 

 

Rose-breasted grosbeak at the site, photographed this 
spring by Dave Fox 



Naturalist’s corner 
by  Tiffany Parker 

Spring is starting to arrive here at the Site, and Mother Nature’s chorus is starting 
up. After missing most of winter, it’s nice to come back to her welcoming song. 
Many of our local residents are returning, waking up and making their presence 
known. Just this morning as I was walking towards the building I heard the “oo-eek” 
of the female wood duck as she startled out of a tree and headed towards the lake. 
  
It’s a fantastic thing to witness spring’s awakening in such a beautiful place. The 
spring peepers and chorus frogs are singing on the warmer days as the migrating 
waterfowl take a break on the ponds in the wetlands. Squirrels whose steps were 
muted by the fallen snow are now heard rustling through the fallen leaves. The 
ever-present woodpeckers are drumming away on the insects who have only just 
begun scurrying below the bark. 
  
If you listen closely, you can almost hear the array of spring wildflowers pushing 
towards the warm sun, ready to spread their leaves and put on their ever so brief 
show. Eventually these sounds will be replaced by the nuthatches and finches who 
will be busily visiting our feeders, families walking the grounds and boaters enjoying 
the warm summer days. So I invite you out to take a spring listen; you never know 
who you may hear visiting us at Wildflower Woods. 

Renew your membership today to support the maintenance and improvements to the cabin, gardens 
and grounds and make our programs possible. We thank you! 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

An Evening in the Gardens;  Saturday, June 9, 8  10 p.m., $35 per person, reservations 
required by June 1, 21 and over only 
  
Music of the Wild Concert Series: Symphony in the Prairie;  Saturday, June 16, 6 p.m., 
Donations accepted 
  
Sip & Create ;  Saturday, July 14, 6 p.m., $25 per person, reservations required by July 2, 
21 and over only 
  
Summer Garden Work Day;  Saturday, July 21, 9 a.m., please register 
  
Music of the Wild Concert Series: Bluegrass at the Barn;  Saturday, July 21, 6 p.m., 
Donations accepted 
  
Family Wetland & Prairie Prowl;  Saturday, July 28, 6 p.m., $10/family 
  
Barn Sale;  Friday, Aug. 3, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m., free 
  
GSP’s Birthday Open House;  Friday, Aug. 17, 2  4 p.m., free 
 
Star Gazing & Night Hike;  Saturday, Aug. 18, 9 p.m., $4 per person 
  
Exploring Sylvan’s Shores;  Saturday, Aug. 25, 6 p.m., free 
  
Sip & Create;  Saturday, Sept. 8, 6 p.m., $25 per person, reservations required by Aug. 29, 
21 and over only 
  
Autumn Tea;  Saturday, Sept. 15, noon, $25 per person, reservations required by Sept. 7 
  
Hunter Education Workshop;  Saturday, Sept. 22 & 29, free,  register at www.dnr.in.gov  
  
Wild Game Cookout;  Saturday, Sept. 29, 6 p.m., $5 suggested donation 
  
Fall Garden Work Day;  Saturday, Oct. 6, 9 a.m., please register here 
  
Owloween;  Friday & Saturday, Oct. 12 & 13, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. each day, $4 per person, 
children 4 & under free 
  
The Big Sit! Birding Event;  Sunday, Oct. 13, Noon 2p.m., free 
  
Sip & Create;  Saturday, Nov. 10, 6 p.m., $25 per person, reservations required by Nov. 1, 
21 and over only 
  
“A Dream of Beauty” Holiday Walk;  Sunday, Dec. 2, 1 – 6 p.m., $5 per person, children 
4 & under free 
  
Gene StrattonPorter Christmas Bird Count;  Monday, December 17, 8 a.m., registration 
required by December 14 

 



Plans are underway for "An 
Evening in the Gardens" on 
Saturday, June 9, 8-10 p.m. Enjoy 
an elegant evening under the 
moonlight at the site at this 
event for ages 21+. Perfect for a 
date night or girls’ night out, the 
event features local beers and 
wines paired with appetizers and 
chocolate-covered strawberries. 
For $35 per person, you’ll support 
the maintenance and restoration 
of Gene’s gardens and grounds.  

Make your reservation by June 1 by calling the site at 260-854-3790. 
Check out our full calendar of upcoming events inside the newsletter! 

 

 

 

 
FRIENDS IN FEATHERS 
Gene Stratton-Porter Society, Inc. 
1205 Pleasant Point 
Rome City, IN  46784 
260-854-3790 


