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It was a bnght springy day last
year on May 20th. For all of us

working at the Gene Stratton-
Porter State Historic Site in Rome

City it was going to be a fun but
busy day. lt was the day of the

Noble County Paint-Out. By nine
o-clock that morning many of the

artists had spread out looking for the best view of the cabin,
gardens, woods or the mausoleum. More and more visitors
came. some who had never been here and others who we

see three or four times each year.

It was later rn the morning that a fascinating discovery
was made. As I was finishing a tour of Gene's Cabin a

young natlrre lover came to tell me of her find. After I
explarned to our guests what w'as happening they decided to
come with us to see it.

. )ur small nature lover led us up through the gardens to a
\.7
]lace.1ust south of the mausoleum, where a few people had

gathered. A11 stood in awe staring at a magnificent pair of
Cecropia Moths. They were clinging to each other close to

a tough, brown cocoon that the female had emerged from
not long before.

Their colors were bnght and crisp as their wings had been

dry only a short while. Gene described the coloring of the

Cecropia or Robin Moth as she called it in the book Moths
of the Limberlost They had "large wings of grey velvet
down, margined with bands made of shades of grey, tan and

Our
'Robin Moth'

By Lacy Stayner

black; banded with a broad stripe of
red terra cotta colour with an rnside

margin of white, widest on the pack

pair. Both pairs of wings were deco-

rated with half-moons of white, out-

lined in black and strongly flushed

with terra cotta; the front pair near

the outer margln had ovai markings

of blue-black, shaded with grey, outlined with half circles of
white and secondary circles of black. When the wings were

raised I could see a face of terra cotta, with small eyes, a

broad band of white across the forehead and an abdomen of
terra cotta banded with snowy whrte above and spotted with
white beneath. It's legs were hairy and the antennae antlered

like small branching ferns.

Some of us got to examine them from all sides. climbing
in the bushes to see. We were careful not to get to close to

them or to brush the bushes they were in. All with cameras

were taking pictures. After everyone got to examine them

for a while, the crowd started to get small, but everyone was

excited for the rest of the day. Every time we met someone

new we shared our discovery with them, telling them where

to find the moths so they could see them too.

We are glad that we at least have pictures of our iargest

and most common night moth. Maybe this year we u'il1

again have the pleasure of seerng two more beautiful 'flying
flowers' of the night"

l'his was just a typical winter month with a parking lot
filled with fishermen's cars and the staff working on
various projects. They are starting the woods cleanup,
working on the budget, working on displays and normal
duties.

Of course there is always some little crisis, like the
sewage lift station hydraulic pump goes kaput. Oop!
Luckily Pat had the interpretive committee meeting in lndy
and picked up another pump so we are back in business,

We were pleased to have a visit from Saundra and five
of her Society members.

Margie interviewed several people for the vacant inter-
nittent position and hired two as they will be job sharing.

had more applicants that we have ever had, but when
they heard they they would be working weekends and the
hourly wage amount, many were no longer interested.

A word to the wise from Pat, GET A LYME DISEASE

VACCINATION! DO NOT DELAY!

GENE STRATTON.PORTER
STATE HISTORIC SITE

MONTHLY REPORT
February 2001

ATTENDANCE REPORT
This Same

MONTH MONTH
Prev. Yr.

l)Visitors 569 404
2) School Tours 119 -0-
3) Other Tours -0- -0-
4) Special Event -0- -0-
5) TOTALS s7B 404

Donations -0- -0-

$498.66 $211.s1

Total Total
YTD YTD

Prev Yr.

1 193 924
1t9 -0-
-0- -0-
-0- -0-

1202 924

$60.00 -0-
$694.02 $263.64Gift



TREASURER'S REPORT
AS OF M,{RCH 26.2OOI

We want you to come to the Annual Meeting, May
8th, at the United Methodist Church in Rome City. The
card to make reservations is attached to this newslet-
ter. Bring a friend and come! Send the card right
away!

Thank You,
Your President
Fran Umbaugh

P.S. ln this newsletter, we're including an article from
the March 18, 2001, Fort Wayne Journal Gazette to
further explain our recent urgent plea for your help to
put down House Bill 2146 and Senate Bill 510. Let's
keep working!

Operating Checking Account
Operating Savings Account
Program Savings Account
Operating CD #1
Operating CD #2
Society Monies

Gift Shop Checking
Gift Shop Money Market
Gift Shop CD #1

Gift Shop CD #2
Gift Shop CD #2
Gift Shop Monies

TOTAL FUNDS

$ 2,109.42
1,934.58
1,148.1 8
3,000.00
1,000.00

$9,192.18

831.48
1,532.28

5,000.00
2,500.00

10,000.00
$19,863.76

$29,055.94

First of a series of pages from the book Historv of Oranqe Township by M.F. Owen

GENE STRATTOI\ PORTER
Gene Stratton Porter wanted to live in the woods and find at her

doorway the things she told us about in her books, "The Har-

vester", or "The Girl of the Limberlost". so on beautiful Sylvan
Lake at Rome Cify, she build a commodious long cabin. The

cabin is a rustic comfortable place of twelve or fifteen rooms,

built of Wisconsin pine logs, a rambling two-stofy s[ructure with
a boulder foundation. There is a broad porch across the front,

extending to the east side of the cabin. Broad inviting steps are in
front. Entrance is gained to the porch from a picturesque slabrock
walk, the slabs neatly and aftistically fitted together, leading from
the lake front. The cabin is in the midst of a forest of stately elms,

sturdy oaks, poetic beeches, ash, coffee trees and other native

Hoosier trees.

The roadway leading to the cabin gives the visitor an inviting
view of the beautiful blue lake, spreading out like a mirror,
gleaming in the sunlight, reflecting the glory of the heavens.

Looking past the porch through the big trees guarding the cabin,

one sees the opposite shore of the lake rising from the water's

edge.

Nature has things inuch her own way abotrt Limberlost Cabin.

It is a natural home for birds and Mrs. Porter at one time listed the

following as living on her land: house wrens, wood pewees,

bluebirds, chowinks, gold finches, chickadees, nuthatchers, flick-
ers. robins, downy woodpeckers, red-headed woodpeckers, red-

winged blackbirdi, bark swallows, barn swallows, ground spar-

rows, crested flycatchers, humming birds, red-eyes vireos, yellow
warblers, green warblers, painted warblers, black and rvhite war-

blers, Baltimore orioles, orchard orioles, junicas, snowflakes,
cardinals, rose breasted grosbeaks, scarlet tanagers, and many

other varieties.

She tried to grow all the kinds of wild plants that would live

here. It is impossible to give a list of all them but it is certain that

no other place in the entire state could surpass Limberlost Cabin

for its variety of wild life.
The coons, owls, fox squirrels, rabbits and many other animals

were encouraged to stay at Limberlost. Hollow trees were left
standing that the animals might find homes in them. There were

many kinds of snakes in the Limberlost tract. They were the dry
land rattlesnakes, copperheads, black snakes, blue racers, milk
snakes, and swamp rattlers, but Mrs. Porter did not fear them. The

only protection she ever had was a walking stick or light cane

which she carried at all times on her walks.

Gene Stratton Porter was born in Wabash County, Indiana on a

farm. Her parents were Mark and Mary Stratton. In 1886 she

.i.#'l":T:lll 
iif.l;X #':ffiX i#ffi ":Jffi :#ll!#

"Recreation" and two years on the nafural history staff of
"Outing." For four years subsequent to that, she was a specialist

in natural photography on the "Photographic Times Annual Al-
manac." She was a member of the Society of Western Authors,

the Audubon Society, and the National Geographic Society.

Mrs. Porter was one of the co:nparatively few American authors

whose books sold more than a hundred thousand copies promptly
after publication or within six months after date of release by the

publishers.

She held her place as a writer of popular fiction more or less

consistently over a period of years, although in most cases certain

volumes proved far more popular than others.

Among her best and most widely read books were "The Song of
the Cardinal", 1902; "Freckles", 1904; "What I Have Done With
Birds", 1907; "At the Foot of the Rainbow", 1908; "Music of the

Wild", 1910; "The Harvester", 1911; "Moths of the Limberlost",
l9l2; "Laddie", 1913; "Michael O'Halloran", 1915; "Morning
Face", 1916; "Friends in Feathers", l9l7; "A Daughter of the

Land", l9l8; "Homing with the Birds", 1919; "Her Father's

Daughter", 1921; "The Fire Bird", 1922;"The White Flag", 1923;

"Jesus of the Emerald", 1923.

She reached the public with early novels, "Freckles" and "A
Girl of the Limberlost", and she was one of the few authors to

repeat her phenomenal first success with stories as her cl .
progressed.

Her first work to be adapted for motion pictures was "Michael

O'Halloran". Her "Laddie" was also among the best sellers of its
day.

. . . . .to be continued in next issue
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Article reprinted from The Journal Gazette - Sunday, March 18, 2001

Museum bill irks curators
ty 

Niki Kelly, The Journal Gazette

Historical sites
backers fear
unfair funding
INDIANAPOLIS-Fear of unfair funding
and an Indianapolis bias continue to fuel
opposition to a seemingly innocuous bill
that would create a state museums com-
mission.

The legislation, which would remove the

Indiana State Museum and the state's 16

Historic Sites from the Department of Nat-
ural Resources purview, entered the leg-
islative fray late and has quickly become

contentious.

Supporters of the regional historic sites

have used phone and letter chains to sound

off against House Bill 2146, which they
believe will subordinate their tourist stops.

The overriding fear is that the sites -including Gene Stratton-Porter in Rome

City and Limberlost in Geneva - will be

overshadowed by the new $100 million

}* museurn.
- As a result. the bill received a surpris-

ingly narrow vote of 54-42 when it passed

the House recently. It now moves to the

Senate.

A form of demotion?
"The historic sites felt they were being

demoted in some fashion," said Rep. Win
Moses Jr., D-Fort Wayne, who champi-
oned the bill.

"The legislation was brought to us late in
the session as a way to improve the man-
agement of one of the finest state muse-

ums in the country."
The lateness of the bill's arrival stirred

some of the concem. At the request of the

governor's office, the languafe was in-
serted into a vehicle bill - a kind of bill
held open so that new concepts can be

introduced past the frling deadline.

The vehicle bill was then heard by
Moses' Rules Committee, and received

_ _little testimony - a fact Moses said height-

1" -,l'r.d the nervousness about the iegislation.
V r. noted, though, that the public now

has two months to examine the effect of
the bill as the Senate considers the legisla-

tion. The House is also considering a simi-
lar Senate bill.

The construction of the $100 million
state museum in downtown Indianapolis'
White River State Park caused some mu-
seum officials to examine whether it was
wise for the entity to stay in the Depart-
ment of Narural Resources.

Joyce Martin, executive assistant to the
governor for environment and energy, said
the commission is necessary to keep the
museum competitive.

The museum now has to follow many
restrictive state regulations because it is

housed in a state agency, she said.

Procurement and personnel issues could
be handled more quickly if overseen by a

quasi-govermental panel, which would
provide more latitude while allowing state

tax dollars to continue flowing to the mu-
seum.

Martin said it then seemed logical to take

the historic sites out of the Department of
Natural Resources aiong with the museum,

especial$ since they can share exhibits.
"If the bill had be€n introduced without

the sites as part of the museum, there

would have been an outcry there," she

said. "The intent is to create a world-class
system of museums within Indiana."

Specifically, groups across the state who
raise money for the regional historic sites

wonder whether predominantly Indianapo-
lis residents would serve on the commis-
sion, and whether money raised for the

sites would be funneled to the museum.

"Those of us thatidon't live here are a

little suspicious when we send everything
to Indianapolis," said Rep. Dale Sturtz,

D-LaGrange. "We are worried we might
not get anything back."

Sturtz voted against the bill after he was

contacted by many constituents concemed

about its impact. "Gene Sffatton-Porter is

such a nice site. They've done such a good
job with a small budget that I want to make

sure they can continue."

The fear was exacerbated in a March 2

letter to historic organizations around the

state. It is written by Tom Gross, the for-
mer assistant director of the Indiana State

Museums and Historic Sites from 1990-

1999.

The letter said the commission "will pro-
mote the new state museum at the expense

of the state historic sites" and the sites will
be removed from the protection of the De-
partment of Natural Resources and "left to

the whims of a commission whose main
concern will clearly be the museum in lndi-
anapolis."

Rep. Vaneta Becker, R-Evansville, spoke

against the bill based on concerns in her

district, which houses Angel Mounds State

Historic Site.

"It'll help the museum but I don't think il
will help the regional histonc sites," she

said. "It's a power grab."

No second-class
citizens

Proponents are trying to assure the

groups around the state that the bill will not

hurt the sites' prestige nor bottom line.

Department of Nalural Resources

spokesman Stephen Sellers said his agency

was kind of flabbergasted" by the sudden

opposition.

Sellers and Martin think amendments to

the bill will clear up some of the financial

concerns. For instance, language might be

added that would ensure money raised for a

specific site would stay there.

The budget will still have a line item for
the museum and one for the sites, Martin
said. "One of the concerns from the sites is

whether the state museum will siphon

money away from the sites. That won't
happen," he said. "The problem with the

bill is that it doesn't clearly say that.

An example of the ambiguous language

is a section that says proceeds from admis-

sion fees or gift shop sales at the museum

and sites would go to a museums fund.

Martin said that does not apply to groups

like the Gene Stratton-Porter Memorial So-

ciety, who contract with the state to receive

the proceeds in exchange for providing
volunteer employees.

"We need to make it absolutely clear that

people are not going to see the historic sites

robbed of their money," Sellers said. "We

want the sites to be successful and want to

put funds back into the sites."



PETTTION foT GENE STRATTON.PORTER POSTAGE STAMP
SPONSORED BY:

Limberlost Friends of the
State Historic Site Limberlost, Inc.

P.O. Box 356 P.O. Box 571

Geneva, IN 46740 Geneva, IN 46740

Gene Stratton-Porter Gene Stratton-Porter
State Historic Site Memorial Society. Inc.rf

P.O. Box 639 P.O, Box 639 -
Rome City,IN 46784 Rome City,IN 46784

We, the undersigned, support the national effort to issue a POSTAL STAMP COMMEMORATING the legacy

of GENE STRATTON-PORTER, one of America's first successful female naturalists, a noted photographer,

famous author and movie producer.

NAME ADDRESS ZIP CODE DATE
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If issued in 2003 this stamp would commemorate Gene Stratton-Porter's 100th anniversary of her first book,

Song of the Cardinal, published April, 1903.
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