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Come and Bring a Friend!
Annual Meeting

-

May 9,2000
5:30 PM

Rome City United Methodist Church
297 Washington Street

(Two blocks west of the Library)
$7.00

Baked steak with all the trimmings!
Election of officers, and official business.

Our Program: Scott Beam
Naturalist, LaGrange County Park Dept.

Note: Be sure to return your enclosed
reservation card by April 28,2000
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In Memory Of A Very Special Lady

Susan Prickett

It is with great sadness that we tell you of the passing or our secretary, Susan
Prickett, on February 18, 2000. Susan faithfully served as our secretary from 1992
to her passing. She was a ltfe member and a devoted fan of Mrs. Porter Susan was
born in Marion, Indiana on November 10, 1912. She retained many fond memories
of growing up in Marion. One being the time she met Gene Stratton-Porter at the

home of a neighbor who was related to Mrs. Porter Susan didn't like to drive at night
so for a number of years your board met at her home in Albion, IN. She v,tas a grand
hostess, full of interesting stories, never a bad word Jbr anyone, always up and never
down. Susan was a devoted Methodist and Republican with plenty of friends regard-
less of faith or politics.

She had typed many newspaper articles as she and her husband, Richard, had
owned the Albion New Era Newspaper, sewed quilt tops but wasnl afraid to get dirt
under her fingernails whi,le developing Albion's first park. Susan could not stand a

- 
-misspelkd 

word andmore thortoneeyoar president heard about his spelling,

A friend described Susan as a grand, elegant, sophisticated lady with a witty and
wonderful sense of humor. We could add young at heart, precise and immaculate in
appearance. One who loved her family dearly and was very proud of them. A true

friend to all who knew her and one who will be truly missed.

Susen Wirh Friends



Gift Shop News
As of last October 1, 1999 your society

became owner and operators of the site gift
shop. A lease agreement to operate a gift shop
at the Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic Site
was signed with the state last July, however, a
takeover date was unknown at that time. The
inventory on hand was donated to us by the
Indiana State Museum Foundation, the previ-
ous owners.

Our thanks to the Indiana State Museum
Foundation, its Executive Director, Ron
Newlin, and to Bill Bruggen, Assistant
Administrative Director of Indiana Museum
and Historic Sites, for a smooth transfer of
ownership and inventory to our Society.

A separate checking account has been
opened into which all receipts from the gift
shop are deposited and from which all gift
shop expenses and special project funds will
be paid. Fire, theft and tiability insurance is in
force. The Gene Stratton-Porter staff operates
the shop.

1999 Sales were up over 1998 even though
the site did not open until May l. Monies
earned in the gift shop cannot be used for
operation of the Society, but must be used to
purchase inventory for the gift shop and to
fund special projects at the state historic site.
Balance in the Gift Shop as of March 14,2000
was $16,855.40.

New merchandise is arriving daily. Come
in and take a look! Remember every dollar
you spend in the gift shop helps to make the
site a better place for you and your family.

In Memory Of
Gus Butcher

Those of you who attended any of the
Site events in the past years will remember
the lady who played the piano. Her name
was Gus Butcher Perhaps you sang to her
songs, kept time by tapping your feet or
just sat listening contentedly to the music.
Gus was a long time friend of Margie's and
always interested in the site's programs. I
am saddened to report that Gus died in her
sleep in her home in February. She could
play all types of music and we will miss her
playing as well as her soup she brought
with her to feed the stffi When she wasn't
playing she was usually looking at a cook-
book. She was a fine lady, always smiling
and always interested in the people around
her

Gus with Margie



Congratulations to Ed Cable! '
Ed was named Intermittent

Employee of the year, 1999, for the
Indiana State Museum and Historic
Sites. He is our very capable mainte-
nance man, but also wears several other
hats. Ed assists with school groups giv-
ing both nature and cabin tours. We are
proud of Ed and know he is very deserv-
ing of this honor.

POSTAGE STAMP
HONORING

GENE STRATTON-PORTER
A campaign will be underway with-

in a few weeks to collect 50,000 signa-
tures to promote a Gene Stratton-Porter
stamp. We are in the process of devel-
oping petitions that can be distributed
throughout the U.S. We will be asking
your help with this projecr. This is being
spearheaded by Congressman Souder
and both historic sites. We would like to
make this a reality in the year 2003, the
hundredth anniversary of Gene's first
novel, Song of the Cardinal. More.
details to come !

- Help! Hetp! Help!
The site closed the middle of December

and many of you may think this is vacation
time. Margie, Martha, Pat, Ed and the Green
Thumb Crew were busy all the time, they
never slowed down. Now it is time to open for
the 2000 season and already April and May
are booked solid with field trips.

Those that couldn't come in the spring are
booking for the fall. This site is really grow-
ing and like all state historic sites the budget
has been cut. More tourists, but less money
and personnel to operate. This can't go on and
still maintain the same open hours, provide a
quality experience, take care of the grounds,
gardens and mountain of paperwork. We have
a rich heritage to preserve not only for
Hoosiers but for people from all over so that
all may see, learn and appreciate Indiana and
that heritage.

Site Happenings
Great News! The Sower's Farm which lies

just west of the present site is now part of the
historic site. It was purchased with Heritage
Trust Funds. (Gene had purchased the land
the site is on from the Sowers originally.) If
this had not happened the site would have
been land locked and in all probability a hous-
ing development would already be started.

There is a house and barn on the property.
The house could become the Curator's resi-
dence and the barn will be used for storage of
machinery and tools and will provide a work
area for maintenance personnel.

We are most appreciative of everyone's
efforts and the speed with which this project
was completed.



Tleasurer's Report
As Of 311412000

Checking Account
Operating Savings
Program Savings
Operating C.D.
Operating C.D.
Carriage House Checking
Carriage House Savings
Gift Shop Checking

1965.70
910.54
544.55

1000.00
3000.00

40.83
230.84

16855.42

M EMBERSH ! P APPLICATION
GENE STRATTON.PORTER
MEMORTAL SOCTETY lNC.

Routel-Box639
Rome City, lN 46784

1-219-854-3790

Business or Organization Name

Adcrreis

State Zip

Name

TOTAL FUNDS $24547.88
City

Single $10.00

Family $15.00

Sustaining $20.00

Non-Profit Org. $25.00

Business $25.00

LIFE (40 yrs. ol age or older)

Single $100.00

Husband & Wife $150.00

Thank You!

The Beginning of the GENE STRATTON-PORTER Memorial Society.
Nine supportive citizens attended the March lZth, 1975 meeting at the Rome City library. Ruth Ann Figgins,

Community Coordinator led the discussion on the past, present and future plans concerning the Gene Stratton-

Porter Memorial. At this meeting a general discussion of the procedure necessary for the creation of a Gene

Stratton-Pofter Memorial Society took place. Present was Pat Miller, Olive and Sevn Osterlund, Kent Main, Don

Goings, Mary Kay Henning, Joyce Lennon, and Ruth Ann Figgins. The next meeting was set for April 10, 1975.

At the April 1Oth meeting a code of By-Laws were adopted and election of officers was held, these officers to

serve until the next annual meeting. Elected was; Don Goings, President; Mary McKinney, lst Vice President;

Kent Main, Second Vice President; Ruth Ann Figgins Secretary and Vick Nantz, Treasurer. Joyce Lennon report-

ed garden flowers were on order for Spring planting at the memorial. The board will be meeting with the

Northeastern stamp club in applying for and promoting the issue of a commemorative stamp honoring Gene

Stratton-Porter.
Several new persons attended the meeting, namely Mr. & Mrs. Ab Wilson, Joy LeCount, Harold Pence, and

Emmy Knecht.
At one of the Fall 1975 board meetings it was decided that anyone joining the new Society would be a charter

member if they joined in 1975 or up to July l, 1976. New names appearing in the early 1976 were Imogene

Miller, Kemberley Burne, Susan Prickett, Linda Speakman, and Gail Warrener.

On June 9, 1976 the group received their incorporation papers. Incorporators were Joyce Lennon, Joy LeCount,

Sevn Osterlund, Ab and Betty Wilson, Margie Sweeney, Mary Kay Henning and Don Goings.

Over the years the Society has grown so that now we have approximately 285 members stretching from the

Atlantic to the Pacific and from Canada to Mexico, 20 States being represented.

I find it interesting that in the second organizational meeting members were talking about a Gene Stratton-Porter

Commemorative Postage Stamp. 25 years ago! In going back through many board minutes I find no more ref-

erence to the stamp until this year when Representative Sauder took the idea to the two sites; Geneva and Rome

City. Things are under way so now is our chance to get the job done. Hopefully, soon, petitions requesting the

stamp will be going out to our membership. You have lots of friends in church, clubs, sporting groups, PTA, busi-

ness's and yes relatives. About 40,000 signatures are needed. A big job but we can do it. Lets all get behind this

project and make a Gene Stratton-Porter Commemor-ative s[amp a reality. Thank you!
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