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     This has been another season filled with activity 

and improvements at the Gene Stratton-Porter State 

Historic Site in Rome City. We had fantastic family 

events, expanded the property, saw the Sower Farm-

house restored by the Noble County Convention and 

Visitors Bureau, welcomed visitors from around the 

world, cleaned and restored Gene’s beloved limestone 

owls, installed a magnificent viewing window as part 

of the GSP Environmental Resource Center, made 

many discoveries and more! 

     The Carriage House Visitors Center saw a        

complete overhaul with new carpeting, a fresh coat of 

paint and lots of rearranging. The Gift Shop moved to 

make room for the Environmental Resource Center, 

complete with nature viewing area. We continue to 

search out local, unique, hand crafted items to go 

along with Gene’s novels, nature studies and films. 

     Next season will see work begin on restoring    

prairie habitat to previously farmed fields surrounding 

Gene’s Wildflower Woods. Just over 100 acres that 

have been farmed since 1888 will become habitat for 

local birds and other wildlife as native grasses and 

wildflowers are planted. 

     This season saw another graduating class of     

Indiana Master Naturalists! We appreciate their      

enthusiasm and are happy to see so many come back 

to the Site as volunteers. Our Annual Volunteer      

Appreciation Dinner saw several volunteers recog-

nized for their levels of service as well as some fun 

new awards handed out. 

     We revamped our website, continued connecting 

with Gene’s fans on Facebook and even ventured into 

new territory with Twitter and Pinterest to help spread 

Gene’s legacy with new generations.  

     Work continues on restoration of Gene’s kitchen 

and we’re excited to announce that we have recently 

acquired a Battle Creek A-B stove very similar to the 

one Gene owned. This new piece will be on display 

when we open for the 2015 season on April 1. That 

means a sink and a few other pieces are the only     

remaining voids to returning Gene’s kitchen to its   

former glory. 

     A very special scrapbook was returned to the Site 

after many years. Mary Bate of London, England, is 

the great niece of Mary Grimes who served as Gene’s 

secretary from 1915-1918. Gene made a scrapbook for 

Mary for the Christmas of 1917. The photos and     

insight are unbelievable! 

     This season’s programs included bird hikes, a sold 

out Wildflower Walk & Brunch, local wines at the 

Moonlit Garden Tour, another incredible Chautauqua 

Days with a parade, Owl-oween and a beautiful “A 

Dream of Beauty” holiday walk to wrap up the season. 

Our events are great ways to share Gene’s legacy with 

new generations. We’re always happy to see how 

many of Gene’s fans are now bringing their children 

and grandchildren to the Site. 

     Continued on page 2 
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Friends in Feathers 

GSP Site Manager Dave Fox and guests go Birding with 

Gene in Wildflower Woods. 



     Make your core values known as a GSP Legacy Donor 

by making a planned gift to the Gene Stratton-Porter State 

Historic Site in Rome City. Legacy Donors are generous 

and forward-thinking  individuals and couples who will 

support our long-term success and be long remembered. 

     In addition to supporting our work through your     

generous cash donations, here are other ways you can  

contribute to the sustainability of our mission in con-

tinuing Gene Stratton-Porter’s legacy of nature, literature 

and life-long learning. 

     We encourage you to consult with your financial     

advisor to  discuss the tax advantages of these options. 

Bequests 
     One of the easiest ways to help involves simply     

naming the Gene Stratton-Porter Site as a beneficiary in 

your will and living trust. A bequest may be for a particular dollar amount or percentage of your estate. Estate tax  

savings may be significant. 

Retirement Assets and Life Insurance Policy 
     A gift from your IRA, 401k, 403b, pension or other tax deferred plan is a great way to support our work. 

Another option may be a life insurance policy if your policy is no longer needed or no longer benefits your survivors. 

Stocks and Bonds 
     Consider a gift of your stocks or bonds and your appreciated securities, and offset your capital gains tax. 

Life Income Gifts 
     Life income gifts allow you to leave a gift in the care of the Gene Stratton-Porter Site, while earning income for 

yourself during your lifetime. The two most popular life income gifts are charitable remainder trusts and charitable 

gift annuities. 

     As a Legacy Donor, you become a special part of the Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic Site donor family. Legacy 

Donors are also honored (with permission) via: recognition on the Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic Site website, 

tributes in publications such as the Friends in Feathers newsletter and acknowledgement at special events. 

     Your planned gift will ensure that Gene’s legacy can continue in its work to remember Indiana’s best-selling      

female author, a woman who lived her life to the fullest and to inspire the next generation of nature lovers. 

What will Your legacy be?  
Help continue Gene’s legacy with a planned gift. 

Thank You continued from page 1 

 
          None of these amazing things could happen without the support of so many wonderful GSP Society members, 

volunteers and the Northeast Indiana  community. We’re proud to have partnered with Advance Rome City, the Rome 

City Chamber of Commerce, Noble County CVB, ACRES Land Trust, the Izaak Walton League, Soarin’ Hawk    

Raptor Rehab and other incredible groups to present programs, help educate and make our community a better place. 

We’re also grateful to the Dekko Foundation, NIPSCO, The Stratton Foundation, Indiana Native Plant and           

Wildflower Society, Don Gura State Farm, Gibson’s Heating and Plumbing, Nature Unlimited and the REMC Round 

Up Foundation for their financial support this season that enabled us to install the window, provide free tickets to   

underserved populations and much more! 

     We thank you for your support as a GSP Memorial Society member and hope that you’ll continue in 2015. A  

membership form is on the back page so you can easily renew. Please remember that your membership dues pay for 

this newsletter as well as assisting with educational programming, Site support and maintenance and restoration     

projects in Rome City.  

     In addition to being a GSP Society Member, we encourage you to become a volunteer or attend events when you’re 

in the Rome City area. Continuing to share Gene’s legacy of nature and life-long learning can’t happen without the 

support of many, in many ways, so thank you again for a wonderful 2014! 



Our Wish List 
We’re often asked how people 

can help the Gene Stratton-

Porter State Historic Site and 

we have a few ideas just in 

time for the end of the year. 

Renewing your membership is 

a great start but if you’d like to 

do more, consider making a tax 

deductible donation to the GSP 

Memorial  Society, volunteer-

ing your time, sponsoring one 

of our events in 2015 or pur-

chasing any of the items on our 

wish list here. For more info, 

you can always contact us at 

260-854-3790, gspmemorialso-

ciety@gmail.com or message 

us on Facebook at Gene Strat-

ton-Porter State Historic Site. 

 

 

• Postage stamps (for news-

letters & other mailings) 

• Black oil sunflower seed 

• Raw, unsalted peanuts 

• Suet 

• Bottled water 

• Candy for Owl-oween 

• Battery operated tea lights 

• Washable markers 

• Laminating sheets (3 mil) 

• Binoculars 

• Lemonade powder 

• Peanut butter 

• Dry baking goods (flour, 

sugar) 

• Green, red or yellow    pa-

per plates (dessert size) 

• Green, red or yellow   nap-

kins (small) 

• New fleece blankets (for 

wagon rides) 

• Gift cards for: 

 Wal-Mart 

 Kroger 

 Jo-Ann Fabric 

 Wild Birds Unlimited 

 Rural King 

 Tractor Supply 

 Lowe’s 

 

All of these items will be used 

to help offset expenses for 

daily operations or specific 

events throughout the season. 

We appreciate your considera-

tion and support of the Gene 

Stratton-Porter State Historic 

Site in Rome City! 



Renew Now to continue receiving this newsletter  
and other great benefits! 

We appreciate your support!! We appreciate your support!! We appreciate your support!! We appreciate your support!!    


