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From the President
John Kessen

This year will be ayear of transition at the site. We will be
assigned a new person in charge of the site. Kathleen
Mclary, who is in charge of historic sites for the DNR, is
in the process of going through the procedures required by
the State when a position is vacant and needs to be refilled.
It will take several months to complete the process.

At the same time, you will note that we have a new member
on the board. She has a lot of enthusiasm and a lot of
experience. Carolyn has volunteered at the site for the past
four years.

Due to some changes at the site last year the Porter
volunteer program was not handled by the Society. This
year the volunteer program has been returned to the
Society. Cheri Kessen has agreed to coordinate the
prfgram. If you have volunteered in the past, she will be
contacting you to see if you would like to be taking an
active part in the site again this year.

You will, also, note that the schedule that is printed in this
newsletter is different than the one in previous newsletters.
During this transition period, some changes have been
made to the schedule.

Have you visited the site since it has been upgraded for
handicap accessibility? The changes to the site are.easy to
ascertain. Now the site is in a better position to fully serve
those with handicaps.

Another change involves the pontoon boat that is no longer
docked at the site. The boat belonged to the Rome City
Chautauqua Committee and they decided it was time for a

change. Therefore, boat tours are no longer offered from
the site.

We have had a nice start this year and plan on seeing you
during the celebration of Gene's birthday.

New GSP Staff memhers
Caitlin Leu - Interpreter / Garden

Caitlin started working at GSP in May 2008. She works as an Interpreter
as well as assisting in the gardens. Caitlin lives in LaGrange County and
is a 2005 graduate of Prairie Heights High School. Caitlin plans to teach
Elementary School upon graduating from IPFW.

Terri Mitzner - Interpreter
Terry began working at GSP in May 2008. She works as an Interpreter.
Teri lives on Big Long Lake in LaGrange County. She is married and has
three grown children. Teri has been a school secretary for 18 years; the
past 11 years at Lakeland High School in LaGrange.
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Garolyn Linsenmayer has a background in studies of nature. She says
"that the Gene Stratton-Porter Historic Site is such a great mixture of fields,
lakefront, gardens and history. !t is an important asset to Sylvan Lake and Rome
City." Carolyn feels committed to helping with the site by volunteering. Her zeal
for her work as a volunteer made her a natural for being asked to join the board.

She grew up in Southeast Kansas on a Quail Farm, where her father was the
manager. Over the years Carol kept looking for more ways to be close to nature.
ln Colorado she worked as a volunteer naturalist and native plant master at
Lookout Mountain Nature Center near Denver for thirteen years. When she
came to lndiana, the Master Naturalist Program caught her attention. She
completed it several years ago along with our own Ed Cable. Yes she has done
a lot of volunteer work at our historic site.

Afterlrowing up on a farm, she got married to her husband, Bill, in Kansas
City, Missouri. They had two children, one was a boy and the other was a girl.
They lived in Kansas City for about ten years before moving to Palatine, lllinois,
which is close to Chicago. After two and one-half years in Palatine, Bill's work took them to Pittsburgh for three
and one-half years. Their next stop was a little more permanent. lt was Lakewood, Colorado, a suburb of
Denver, where she lived for thirty years. Bill passed away in 2000. About two years later, Carolyn decided it
would be nice to be closer to family and moved to Fort Wayne. ln Colorado, she dealt with an arid climate. Now
she needs to know what grows in swamps, bogs, fens, etc. in lndiana. There are 20+ different terms for wet
areas in lndiana. She still loves to learn and considers this fascinating.

GENE STRATTON.PORTER - HER CHILDHOOD
IST IN A SERIES OF 3 ARTICLES
BY CAROLYN LINSENMAYER

Geneva Grace Stratton was born on August 17, 1863 to
Mary and Mark Shatton. She was a handful!

Gene's father was a powerful man who loved to tell
stories, was a successful landowner, and was a Methodist-
Episcopal minister who donated land on his property near
Lagro, IN as a cemetery for his church.

Mary was a hard worker - she had to be with a brood
of 12 children. Life on a farm was not easy, she was a
pioneer lady who died in February, 1875 when Gene was
11.

Gene, as she later preferred to be called, was born when
her mother was 47 and her father 50. Partially raised by
her siblings, she had freedom to roam the large farm and

woods owned by her father. She quickly learned to
observe the other inhabitants of the acreage 

-insects,birds, animals, flowers and trees. When it came time for
school she rebelled. No being cooped inside for her! She

won the fight but was not uneducated as family
entertainment consisted of spelling bees, lessons in
geography and mathematics, Bible readings and stories
told by her father. Eventually she agreed to attend school.

In 1873 the farm was having economic problems and

Mary's health was declining so the farm was turned over

to a sharecroppff and the Stratton family, with four
children remaining at home, moved to Wabash. This was
not a happy move for Gene. She agreed to go if she could
take some of her pet birds. Caring for the birds occupied
her but the townspeople considered her to be a bit
different. Gene did not sit inside to avoid the sun as a true
lady would to preserve a delicate complexion and she was

far too busy feeding birds and observing insects to bother
with learning to sew and embroidery.

And how was school going? Not well. The teachers

considered Gene to be intractable and here is what Gene
said about them: "In the whole of my school life I never
had one teacher who made the slightest effort to discover
what I cared for personally, what I had been bom to do, or
who made any attempt to help me in any direction I
evinced an inclination to develop. I was to be pushed into
the groove in which all other pupils ran." (from
'American Magazine 88' August 1919)

Wow! How did Gene Stratton become a well known
naturalist, photographer, writer of fact and fiction, and
movie producer? More to come in: Gene Stratton-
Porter-Her Married Life.



Under the Arbor
By Martha Bishop Ferguson
Advanced Master Gardener and lndiana Master Naturalist
Gardener at Gene Stratton-Porter SHS

Visitors to the garden regularly remind me to garden mindfully, to take a
moment and drink in the beauty of the garden without seeing all the work
waiting to be done. The garden is especially lovely this year and I want to
thank several faithful volunteers.

Caro! Telschow, Advanced Master Gardener, worked in the garden for
ten years until her position was eliminated lact fall. That didn't stop this
passionate gardener from volunteering three mornings a week and provid-
ing an historical understanding of the garden 

-what worked and what
didn't.

Dennis Noak, on the Board of Directors of the Gene Stratton-Porter
Memorial Society and with years of executive experience at Fort Wayne's Parks and Botanical Conservatory,
volunteers several mornings a week also. Dennis designed the striking garden entry around the new board-
walk. He has adopted numerous beds and his knowledge and counsel is invaluable.

Lisa ldins, lndiana Master Naturalist and a three-year volunteer, adopted the two herb beds. Her vision and
enthusiasm for herbs, whether culinary, tea or medicinal, are reflected in these two very interesting beds. You
will see her in the garden most Tuesday mornings.

Simone Alberding, Advanced Master Gardener and lndiana Master Naturalist, enrbraced the challenge of
redesigning and caring for the bed nearest the gazebo. This bed had not been touched for years and her ef-
forts have transformed it into a delightful four-season garden.

------Oneday last spring, a college student wandered through the garden on her way to touring the Cabin as a
primary source for the history paper. We started talking and now Kim volunteers in the garden Tuesday
mornings after working all night in Kendallville. Her love for gardening and work ethic is reflected in the
beauty of the beds.

But you don't have to make this type of commitment to be welcomed as a helper in the garden. Many people
have been only able to give a few hours this season. All help is appreciated!

Endow the site with a plant
Even if you are not able to work in the garden, there is another way to support the restoration of the Tame
Garden at the Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic Site. Buy us a plant! lt's even tax deductible if you send a
check to the Society. We will purchase one of the following plants at the correct planting time, plant it and
tend it.

Tame Garden
Our biggest need is shrubs. Gene had a shrub hedge around the garden that we would like to restore. Other
plants in Gene's garden include delphiniums, dianthus, poppies, spring bulbs, and asters. While we have a
few specimens of each plant, Gene, with an artist's instinct, planted them in drifts.

Wildflower Woods
The new boardwalk that spans the lakefront from the spring to the pier has numerous habitats suited to dis-
playing many of the wildflowers Gene planted on her property. At the spring, it is shady and boggy; then it
gradually changes to sunny and dry at the pier. The ground was disturbed during construction, and while
most of the existing plants were preserved, we view this as an opportunity to restore this area of Wildflower
Woods. Some of the plants needed for this restoration include ladyslippers and other native lndiana orchids,
swamp milkweed and Foxfire (known as Fire Pinks today).

Whether you can volunteer some time or help purchase some plants, we invite all of you to enjoy the tame
and wild gardens at Wildflower Woods.
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