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From the President
John Kessen

We are almost at the end of another season at
the Site. The last big event for the season will be
our annual Open House on November 11 & 12. lt
will, also, signal the end of another era. As you will
recall, the most consistent thing most of us remem-
ber is the sighting of either Margie or Martha at the
Site. Not too.long ago, Margie retired and now it is
time to tellyou that Martha will be retiring next April.
This means we will undoubtedly see a number of
changes before this time in 2007 .

ln case you have not heard the good news,
Martha will be getting married to Jack Evans on
Saturday, November 25. She is planning to build a
new home. lt does not seem that Martha is plan-
ning to slow down as she retires. We wish her
every happiness in her new endeavors.

Are you aware? Margie is planning to be here on
Saturday, November 12 al2:00 pm when the newly
redone pond is being dedicated in her honor. She
has indicated that she is very pleased with the
reconstructed pond. Since it will be the Christmas

Season, we might even hear her sing a song or two
in the Cabin.

We recently had our thank you dinner for our
Porters. lt was a great time had by all and we
established three new annual awards to be given
each year to a Porter. lf you have some free time,
why don't you become a Porter? lt will be fun and
you will be with some great people.

Don't forget the Society has several ways to help
you acquire your Christmas presents. The Gift
Shop will be open all the way up to Christmas and
the Barn Sale continues each Friday in the farm
house. So, if you want something nice and new or
slightly broken in we will be able to assist you and
put the profit to a good use.

Are you ready to go on our bus trip next year? lt
will be a great experience on September 8, 2007.

Please stop and visit during the Holiday Open
House.

I look fonarard to meeting you personally at one of
our events.

Sunday, November 12, zoo6
Noon - S p.m.

Cabin Tours - Wagon Rides
Homemade Goodies

Entertainment at the Cabin:
'The Gospel Weather Girls'

Nancy & Lois

Information:
z6o-854-379o

Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic Site
Gene Straffon-Porter Memoial Societg, Inc.

It's StarTime atthe HOLIDAYOPEN HOUSE
November 11 & tz, 2<l<16

Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic Site, Rome City, Indiana
Saturday, November 11, zoo6

9a.m.-9p.m.
Cabin Tours - Wagon Rides

Homemade Goodies

Entertainment at the Cabin:
"The Christmas Special" Leonard & Nancy

2 p.m. "Tribute to Margie Sweeney"
at the Carriage House

Candlelight Walk 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Entertainment at the Carriage House
'4or K Band'

Morris Barker, Jim Swartzlander, Jim Reiske
Lisa Hein, Stephanie Barker & Sam Barker



RTERS
We celebrated the fourth anniversary

of The Porters with the annual Porter
Recognition Banquet on October 22,
2006 at 5:00 PM the Carriage
House. We had 36 people in attendance. Our meal was
prepared and coordinated by Bud Edholm. But, Bud would
be very upset if we didn't thank all those who helped Bud
with the meal. This was our fourth banquet and each one
has gotten better. Bud has headed up the kitchen staff for
allfour.

It was announced that our Porters donated over 1000
hours of service this year. John stated that the Site and
the Society really appreciated all of their efforts. The
evening got a little more interesting with the
announcement by John Kessen that we would be
presenting some new awards this year. Our audience
became very silent and intent on listening. Everyone
wanted to know what was going to take place. John stated
that there would be three new awards and proceeded to
prepare to present the the first new award. lt was called
the Outstanding Achievement Award. This award will be
given to the Porter who has accomplished tasks set
before them to a degree above what would normally be
expected. I do not believe anyone was surprised when he
announced that the recipient was Linda Edholm. Linda did
an outstanding job of organizing the Barn Sale. She
incorporated many new ideas and hours into this project.

Our second award was The Porter of the Year Award. lt
is given to the Porter'who has gone above and beyond
what the site and society have asked. Again the recipient

---is-someo@ obseruetr as-a--speciaF
person who is interested in being a part of any request for

on
in

help. He does not wait to be asked, but
arrives on the scene and says I am
ready to help. Our recipient is an
excellent salesman. He sells the
difficult things at the Barn Sale. Of
course the recipient can be none other
than Bob Richter.

The third new award is the Puddin Stone Award. This
award is given to a Porter who has spent endless hours
over three or more years making things happen. They
have to be a rock on which the Porters can build. Gene
really liked puddin stones. ln fact she took two railroad
cars full of them to California to put in one of her homes
out there. We are looking for the rock that the Society and
Porters build upon. Again, our recipient was no surprise to
the Porters. The recipient was none other than Judy
Richter, the treasurer, of the Society. She has spent many
years and countless hours caring for the needs of the
Society.

Everybody enjoyed the opportunity to meet and
converse with old and new friends and is looking forward
to the banquet next year. lf you would like to become a
Porter please call John or Cheri Kessen at 260-854-2988.

John Kessen, President with the Porter Award Recipients

FALL FAAAILY FUN DAY
It was a very windy, and cool, cool day for the

Family Fun Night. Several visitors braved
the elements and enjoyed the provided pon-
toon boat rides. Due to the wind our bonfire
was smaller than
able to have one.
music around the

usual but at least we were
Sherri Hicks Prater provided

Stories and crafts about
spiders, bats and the making of corn husk dolls
kept everyone busy. The horse drawn wagon
rides were a big hit as usual.

National Board of Directors Meeting of the Mens Garden CIub

& The Gardeners of America held in Kendallville visited Gene

Stratton-Porter site on Friday, November 3rd for a workshop
by Martha Ferguson and a tour of the grounds and cabin.

doing it. Volunteers put in 95 hours of hard work

to get this sale up and going. As a result of having
the sale in the house, yard and barn, for this year

we decided to leave the donations in the house

until next August. Volunteers are at the house on

Fridays from 10:00 to 4:00 to help anyone who wants to purchase something

or drop off a donation or just come to visit, we will close the house when the

site closes in November. We plan to be open for the Christmas Walk from
10:00 to 5:00 both Saturday and Sunday.

A huge THANK YOU to the community for all the donations, we could not

have succeeded without your support.

r*
{s.

Sa{ t Job well done to all the volunteers who helped

-i( 
r. m?ke the Barn Sale another huge success, not

f,,=X(}.nly in the monies we made_but"the fun we had
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As I began this biography, I

counted up the number of
yearS I have been in
education. When I do that,
counting the years I have been
a student and the years I have
been a teacher, I find that I

have been in school for 50 of
my 55 years. So, I guess I can
honestly say that school is my passion, whether it is
learning or teaching.

I was born in Clinton, lndiana, which is in west
central Indiana, but lived in Terre Haute until I moved
to Winchester, lndiana, in 1976, for my second
teaching job. lt was there that I met my husband,
Chauncey (known to everyone as Chan), and where
our son, also Chauncey (known by his middle name of
Andy to everyone) was born in 1987 after nearly ten
years of being married and waiting to be parents. We
moved to Shipshewana in 1990 because we felt that
this was the place where we wanted our son to grow
up. My husband is an elementary teacher with
Westview schools, and our son is a sophomore at Ball
State University, mdjoring in music education. He, too,
will soon join the ranks of teaching. I also have a

wonderful step-daughter, who is an elementary
teacher, a great son-in-law (who will soon be a
teacher), and two charming and loving grandsons,
ages 13 and 8.

Most of my time is spent doing things for school-
whether it is lesson planning, reading, grading,
directing musicals, sponsoring a class, or looking in
stores and at garage sales for things to use in class or
on the stage. I love to look for interesting ways in which
to present new (and old) material so that students can
get excited about learning as I do. My experience with
the Gene Stratton-Porter project was one such effort to
have students combine different materials that "cross"
the curriculum so that they can see how the different
subjects are related. I wanted them to see how biology,
photography, art, and English are closely entwined. I

have certainly been impressed with their projects these
past four years, and so I know that they have seen the
connection.

Besides teaching, I also love to travel. ln fact, my
husband and I plan to cruise Alaska next summer. lt is
the one place we have always wanted to go. Reading,
being with family, and anvthinq dealing with water
round out my other main interests. We have a summer
cottage on Westler Lake, and we enjoy boating there
and anywhere else we can take the boat. My father
used to kid me that if I saw water, I 'had to be in it.
Maybe that's why I enjoy our swamp trip so much-it
gets me near the water ( sometimes in it)!

On September 9, nineteen members of the Society
and friends boarded the bus and started the long
awaited journey down tc the Lagro areato view the
church where Gene's father ministered and the
adjoining cemetery where a number of family
members are buried. Martha Swartzlander was our
tour guide for the day. Some new mysteries
regarding the family were uncovered. Our
genealogist, Judy Richter, hopes to have answers to
the mysteries before we take our next trip. From
Lagro we went to Decatur. After eating at the Back
Forty, we went to the cemetery and found the burial
spot for Charles Dorwin Porter. We now
understand why very few people can locate the
grave site. Our next stop was Gene's Geneva home. There we had a
surprise. Margie Sweeney greeted and welcomed us at the door. Randy then
proceeded with the tour of the house. After the house tour we went through
downtown Geneva and viewed the structures that were historically
signifrcant in Gene's life. Our last stop was a visit to the Loblolly Swamp.
Then we started our return visit to our Historic Site. Everyone greatly
enjoyed the day and leamed something that they did not know. Our next trip
is scheduled for Saturday, September 8,2007.

Charles Dorwin Porler gravesite located in the family plot
at the Decatur Cemetery



[Jnder the Arbor
By Martha Ferguson, Advanced Master Gardener and Master Naturalist

Gene Stratton-Porter purchased her first tract of land on Sylvan Lake on October 12,1912, according to her secretary. She

must have been anxious to start planting, because she planted foxglove, spiderwort; maidenhair fern, fringed gentian,
Boston fern and Solomon's seal between September and November 1912.

You can see most of these plants today, 94 years later, in her gardens at Wildflower Woods...we think. The difficulty lies
in her use of common names. Names that were common at the tum of the (last) century are not always the same names

used today. Let me clari$, plant by plant.

Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea)
Foxglove was Gene's first recorded planting. D. pururea is the most common foxglove, but her

secretary indicated that she planted foxglove in her yellow bed in front of the cabin in 1915, so it might
have been D. ambigua, the smaller yellow-flowered species. Both species of fox glove are in the garden

today, and in early summer you can still find the yellow foxglove in profuse abundance in the woods

east of the Cabin.

The origin of the botanical name, Digitalis, is based on the Latin word digitatus for finger, because the

thimble-like blossoms fit a human finger almost perfectly. There are several stories about the origin of
the common name, foxglove, but all refer to the resemblance of the flowers to the fingers of a glove. It

may have originally been Folksglove-the glove of the 'good folk' or fairies. Another legend is that bad fairies gave the
blossoms to the fox to put on his toes so he might soften his tread while hunting for prey.

Foxglove is native to Europe, but naturalized in Indiana. Foxglove is a source of digitalis prescribed by doctors to
strengthen the heart and regulate its beat.

Spiderwort (Tradescantia ohiensis or Tradescontia bracteata)
Despite its name, spiderworts are beautiful plants with clear blue flowers lasting only a single morning.
There are usually a few plants on our sale stand by the Garden Shed.

spide+vortsjs+++rned$e+Jsh+Tradeseent*erden€+fsrKin€€har-l€sli+the+7'& eenfiq5--
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who grew them from seed brought back from America. Wort is an Old English word for plant, but why
is it called spider plant? Break the tip off a leaf and wait for a drop of sap to appear. Then stretch the sap

into a thin spider's silk. When you touch the sap, you will also know how this plant got another, more
unusual, common name: Cow Slobber!

The young leaves and stems can be eaten in salad or cooked. The flowers make an attractive garnish or can be candied.
Native Americans used spiderwort as a medicine and created a jellyJike blue paint from the flowers to decorate moccasins.
Young men of the Dakota Nation would sometimes sing songs to Tradescantia, which they felt personified the woman they
loved.

Maidenhair fern (Adiantum pedatum)

Now I've fallen in love with the graceful beauty and good behavior of maidenhair fems.
You can find these ferns by the steps at the Visitors Center and in Bed 1 in the garden. Look for slender
one to two-foot fronds on shiny black stems lined on two sides with lacy leaves.

This fem produces an aromatic volatile oil used as a rinse to make black hair very shiny, hence the name

Maidenhair. The genus name means "repels water," as raindrops weight down the fronds and drop to
the ground leaving the fronds nearly dry.

Native American peoples used the tough, water-repellant, shiny black stems in basketweaving. There is
no know medicinal value to the plant, despite its interesting chemical components.

Fringed gentian (Gentiana crinita)
No matter how hard you look, you won't find this plant in the garden. Gene looked hard for this plant

from that time on was known as the Gentian, in honor of the good king. Continued on next page



SPOTLIGHT OJV THE STI1FF
Mqrtha Bishop -Ferguson likes to be called

Martha of the Garden, she thinks it is poetic, One of
her co-workers made the distinction when she
started working at GSP since we already had Martha
Swartzlander.

After attaining her business degree from IU,
Martha worked 31 years at Lincoln National in Fort
Wayne. For 15 of those years she was.an officer.
During her stay there she had a variety of positions
in marketing, product management, sales, and
communication. Her last title was Director of
Marketing Technologr. In 2001, while staying at
home with her twin sons, Ricky and Ron, she started
studying to become a Master Gardener. Martha did
free lance marketing and became a very active
volunteer at the Huntertown United Methodist
Church and the community.

She has been employed at GSP since the fall of
2005. Besides weeding, planting and dead heading,
Mairtha gives tours, talks and programs as well as
writing "(Jnder the Arbor" for the newsletter. Her
vision is to historically restore Gene's garden using
Gene's plant list. She is in the process of creating an
access data base for the identification of Gene's
plants as well as what is in the garden now. She has
started a group of Garden Porters who have
volunteered over 450 hours just this year. These
volunteers are very much needed, wanted and
appreciated. Anyone who is interested should call
the site. Martha's entire familv have volunteered

yellow

many of those hours
themselves.

Besides the twins, her
husband Steve is in the
process of changing
careers.:A former wood
worker, he is in the final
stages of becoming an
elementary education
teacher. Samson, the

Labrador
completes her family.
Interests include being
in a book club (she loves
to read), having .h"t Martha Bishoo Fersusonhome garden and tree ---D------
farm which forms a riparian buffer 

"rrne 
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the St. Joe River in DeKalb Count5r. Martha is on the
board of directors for the St. Joe River Watershed
Initiative which covers three states. The family
enjoys taking their stern wheeler paddle boat on the
St. Joe River near Leo. They are a family of 6 canoes.
Martha's cousin had mules and she fondly
remembers a pack trip into the Three Sister
Mountain Wildness in Oregon. Their favorite spot is
on Lake Superior in the U.P. This year Martha has
become a soccer mom and is trying to survive her 17
year old sons as new drivers. Along with GSPers, Ed
Cable and Jim Gust, she took the Master Naturalist
class last spring.

Lffi-

An ancient Greek name for gentian is Feldwode. Medea begged Tellus, the goddess of the earth, for a plant to renew
youth, the goddess produced the Gentian or Feldwode, which restored to the aged Aeson the freshness and vigor of
youth.

Boston Fern
Gene recorded that she planted 22 Boston Ferns in Wildflower Woods in 1912. This
illustrates the problem with using colrlmon names. Today the name Boston Fern is applied to
a house plant that can be planted outdoors in Florida but not in Indiana. Here is where the
gardeners must become amateur sleuths. Just what did she plant? It is conceivable that she
planted the Christmas Fem, Polystichutn arostichoides, as it is similar in looks to the familiar
Boston Fern. Its fronds stay green all winter and only die back in spring when new-growth
emerges.

The fronds were once harvested by the tons, baled into bundles and sold to florists for
wreath-making at Christmas time. Over collecting destroyed lost of plants and by the 1930s, it was becoming harder to
find in the wild. The collecting craze seems to have passed, and the Christmas fern still is one of the most commonly
seen and recognizable wild ferns in the in the eastern woodlands.

Solomon's seal (Polygonatum biflorum)

Solomon's Seal graces the Wildflower Woods with a spray of white blooms in spring,
attractive foliage in summer and bluish-black berries in fall.

The name Solomon's Seal is based on the scar that remains on the rhizone after the leaf stalk
dies back. The seal is made of two overlapping triangles to create a six-pointed star. Since a
single new stem grows every year, the scars on the root can be counted to determine the age
of the plant. The genus name Polygonatum means many-angles, but it is not known why.

The rhizone is edible, and was harvested by early colonists and American Indians for a
potatoJike starch. The root was used for a wide variety of aliments (indigestion, sores and

skin injuries, lung problems and even love potions), but there is little science to support any of these uses.
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