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From the President
. John Kessen

It is time to start our new year with the site opening to
the public on April 1. Despite the state of the budget for
the State of lndiana, the site will be able to maintain the
staff that it had last year. The society will need to be
prepared to give additional help this year with site activi-
ties and improvements projects. When I mention im-
provement projects it brings back memories of the Car-
riage House Project and our faithful past president, Guy
Swaftzlander. He passed away on January 26, 2005. ln
his memory, we plan to build a gazebo in the gardens
area, some funds will come from memorials that were
donated in his memory and some funds will come from
the Society. I will keep you posted on the progress of the
gazebo.

Our annual meeting will be on May 1Oth at the Rome
City United Methodist Church with the dinner beginning

L ,at 5:30 pm. The cost will be $8.00 per person. Ourv
program this year will be a little different. We are having
some students from Westview High School in Emma, lN
attend the dinner. They have spent significant time at
the site and studied Gene. They will be presenting their
irrterpretation and inspirations of her and her works. lt
promises to be a very interesting time, You will find a
form in the newsletter to return with your reservation and
payment. We need to have reservations in by May 3.

We are excited about the programs for the coming
year. lt is going to be hard to top having Gene's family
present for her birthday party. Look for the details of this
year's birthday celebration in the next newsletter. I think
you will be pleased.

During the past year we have had a number of
teenagers interested in helping at the site. Our new
Junior Porters volunteer group will be starting this year.
Look for them in their vests when you attend one of our
programs.

Our investment of the quasi-endowment is almost
complete. After interviewing a number of investment
consultants, we have chosen Michael D. Corps, ChFC
representing AXA Advisors, LLC. You and your friends
can contribute to this fund at any time. We all hope to
see it grow significantly. As you are aware, we plan to

\-_,use the income each year to help the site.
I trust that I will get a chance to personally meet many

of you when you visit one of our activities. We look
fonarard to your continued visits.

Gene Stratton.Porter
State Historic Site

0pens Friday, April 1, 2005

NO
FOOLING!!!

Mark your calendars, spread the word and be sure to be
here for our Spring Family Fun Day, Saturday, May 7,

2005. What a great way to get back outdoors for some
good times. Start the day with us at 9 a.m. and stay
until 3:30 p.m. Bring your camera and binoculars,
sketch pad and notebook. Lunch will be included in
your one price ofjust $6.00 per person, children 3-12
years old just $3.00. You will get to take a bird hike, a
wildflower walk, join in the fun of a Malpole, plant
some pumpkin seeds, and participate in a special
workshop involving nature and photography. Crafts,
games, songs, reading and writing and
of course, a tour of the cabin and trip
to the gift shop (with a special
discountjust for this event) are
all part of the fun.

Spring
lamily
lun



RE.ME,MBE,RING GITY
It is with great sadness that we let the Society know that

Guy Swartzlander passed on to his eternal reward on Jan-
uary 26,2005. Guy gave his all to the Society during the last
20 years. He is survived by his wife Martha, who is the
Cultural Adgninistrator at the site. You will recall that he
served as president of the Society for 10 years and a board
member 'for 14 years. Guy was the driving force behind the
fundraising for the reconstruction of the Carriage House. He
was a jeweler by trade and operated the family jewelry store
in Kendallville until 1991. Guy was one of the most honest
and forthright businessmen around. At that time he fulfilled a
lifelong dream of becoming a jewelry salesman. He finally
retired in 1991. Guy used the additionalfree time he had to
help make things better at the site and assist his church. He
pushed to get the things done properly that he believed
needed to be done. At his funeral his pastor, Dr. David
Hogsett of Trinity Church United Methodist, referred to his
persistent attention to detail with the bylaws of the Church
and other matters. We at the Society can, also, thank him for
the persistence and attention to detail. He believed in our
site and Society. Shortly before his death he was still point-
ing things out that needed attention. Although he had been
in poor health for some time, his death in Parkview Noble
Hospital was not anticipated. From what we have been told,
he had a peaceful death by just passing away without
advance warning. lt was appropriate for a kind and just man
like him to have a peaceful parting with this world. One of the
recommended memorials was to the Society. A number of
memorials were made to the Society. Those funds along with some funds from the Society will pay for a new gazebo
to be placed close to the traditional gardens. lt will bear a memorial plaque recognizing Guy's service to the society.

Hi There!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
The tsfue Jay

Pirate of theforest,
Coat of royal blue,

Such a handsomefellow,
Friend ofveryfew.

Like a wary sentinel,
Sharp ofear and eye.

All the little woodfolk
Heed his warning cry.

Pirate of theforest,
Robber boy in part,

Such a handsomefellow
Stole away my heart.

-Edith Summerfield

me introduce myself. My name is

HEZEKIAH. lwas a pet and playmate of
's when she was young. Oh

lhe made me a coat, some plants, and a
sunbonnet for me to wear which was
ind of hard since I am a fine, fat blue

jay. I like cherries but Gene would not

what fun we use to have. She
liked to dress me up real cute.

let me have them until I learned how to roll them across
the floor. She was a tough taskmaster! When we went
out and about, I was always perched on her shoulder.

I am mentioned in one of the books sold at the site. Do
you know which one it is? I am looking forward to see-
ing you at the site which I hope is real soon. My job this
year is to help you learn more about Gene, her life and
her love of nature.

CHECK OUT OUR UPDATED WEBSITE - lIItnIUrr .com



Past Fun Events
Fall Family Fun Day was very successful. The
weather cooperated and everyone had a won-
derful time. Old favorites like the horse drawn
wagon rides and pontoon boat rides went con-
tinually. lt was the last chance in 2004 to attend
the wetland workshop and many did so. We
had pumpkins, crafts, a bonfire and good food.
The sock hike attracted quite a few as did the
"Chicken Fling" game.

Holiday Open House was a fun time for all. Visitors
enjoyed, music, food, crafts and just the opportunity
to get into the holiday mood. Cirl Scout volunteers
strolled the grounds singing Christmas Carols and
encouraging visitors to join them during the candle-
light walk in the evening. Others Iistened to entertain-
ment in the warmth of the Carriage House and the
Cabin. One visitor had so much fun on Saturday, she
joined the Porters and returned for work on Sunday.

The Porters Recognition Dinner
was cooked by our own Bud
Edholm. All our volunteers had
a chance to enjoy a relaxing
evening together just rneeting
new friends and talking with
old buddies. Since the Porter's
have been in existence, many appreciated hours
have been donated to the site. Our many programs
could not function or be as successful as they are
without our dedicated volunteers. THANK YCU
PORTERS!



MEET THE
,-,GARDENERS,-,

TONA HALSEY: As a junior in high school, Tona
Halsey remembers hand milking 13 cows before going to
school every morning. For most of the 52
years that she has been married to her
husband Delver, Tona has lived on a
farm. Along with their four children, she
had horses, hogs and baby pigs, 10,000
chickens and 5,000 eggs. She had a huge
garden and can or froze everything. Tona
loves the Red Bud in the Spring and her
all time favorite flowers are Marigolds.
She likes the pretty little French ones
especially. She talked about the year her
flowers were so beautiful that every one in
Rome City knew about them and many
came to see the flowers bloom. Jeannette
Schull told Tona one day about Gene
Stratton-Porter's site needing more help.
On May 7 , 1997 , Tona started working as

CAROL TELSCHOW: From the time CarolTelschow
was 5 years old she has been in a vegetable garden. First
it was in her father's garden, then her small garden when
she lived in town and finally on her farm, a garden large
enough for her to raise all her own food. For 38 years,
Carol was a factory worker at G.E. After retirement and
the death of her husoand in 1994, she wanted something

to do. She signed up to take the Master
Gardener's Course. When it came time to
do her volunteer hours she visited the
Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic Site
and was hired for work she was not ex-
pecting. This was the first time she was
really working with flowers, remember she
had always been with the vegetables. She
has grown to love all kinds of flowers and
really could not name a favorite. Besides
working a job she really enjoys, she likes
the opportunity to make new friends and
has become good friends with Tona, her
co-gardener. Carol lives with two cats and
one dog and an undisclosed number of
Banty Chickens. She loves Bantys, believ-
ing that their tiny little eggs are better,

richer and have more yolk than any other egg. She is
looking forward lo a 12 day Master Gardener's trip to
England to visit their gardens in May. This will be her
second trip to England, however, she did not get to visit
the gardens on her first trip. Carol hopes her health holds
out so she can continue to take care of Gene's plants for
many more years, and so do we. Thanks, Carol, for
making everything look so good! \-'

Knock'Em Dead Insect Spray
To make this potent brew, Grandma Putt would mix:

6 cloves garlic (chopped fine),
I small onion (chopped fine),
I tbsp. ofcayenne pepper, and
I tbsp. ofdish soap

a gardener for GSP under the Green Thumb Program
which has since been renamed Experience Works. To-
day, Tona and Carol, who are both part time employees,
keep up the gardens and grounds that Gene hired five full
time gardeners to do. Neither rain or snow, nor sun or
wind keep Tona out of the gardens. We really appreciate
all you do to make the site look so beautiful. And what
does a gardener do for a hobby? Tona loves to cook of
course!

qew#s WfstlcYla Arbor
The site's 122 foot Arbor, with stones personally

chosen by Gene, covers the ground in the center of an

acre of 35 individual plots in the formal gardens.
School students try to find the stone shaped like the

State of Indiana and the arrow that was laid in the

arbor path under the Wisteria.
Wisteria's scientific name "venusta" is named after

Caspar Wistar, an 18th Century American Professor of
Anatomy. In the late spring, beautiful fragrant blooms
cover the arbor. The plant is deciduous and has a rapid
rate of growth, vines will grow 30 feet in length. The

leaves have L3 to 19 leaflets. New plantings of grafted
plants should not have any problems blooming in 3 to
7 yearc.If after several years there are still no blooms,

prune and fertilize in the fall with super phosphate' If
this fails, root prune by using a spade into the soil24
inches from the trunk.

A painting of the site's Wisteria on the arbor was

done by Mrs. Lineville and purchased and donated by
Mr. Tony Mulholland. This painting is displayed in
the beautiful Carriage House.

in I quart of warm water. She let it sit ovemight, then she'd mist

Check out the Arbor on your next
visit.....try to see the Wisterio in full bloom

lote this spring....you will enjoy both the
sight ond the smell.

spray her plants.
from Jerry Baker "Old Time Gardening llisdom"



ATTENTION AtL GARAGE SATERS . I O I
Something new is coming our
way this year. The society is

holding a barn sale during ChautauquaGarage SaIe Days August Sth and 6th from 8am to Spm.

{ lnyone who has something to donate can hring it on over to us. This is
Yrour chance to clean out your closet, basement, attic and garage and I

get rid of the stuff and help us at the same time. If you are all
cleaned up then you must come to the sale and look over the
reasures that we will have. Something wilt be calling to you and the
price will be right. We need everyone's help for this new, massive
undertaking. You can even multitask - be a donor, a helper and/or
a buyer. Everyone needs to help spread the word and get your
friends and neighbors interested and excited. Lunch items will be
available during the day to make your shopping more pleasurable.

GENE STRATTON.PORTER MEMORIAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL MEETING

MAY 10, 2OO5

Rome City United Methodist Church
297 Washington Street

Rome City, IN

5:3O PM

Program: Student interpretation and inspirations from Gene and her works
from Westview High School in Emma, IN

If you bring a guest and they join the Society at the Annual Meeting
our member will receive a gift.

Gut out the form below and mail back to the Society
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